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RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR EVALUATING IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION,
PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,
“CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”


(I)
LAWS. REGULATIONS IN FORCE. NATIONAL PLANS 

1.
Are there criminal, civil and administrative provisions in your domestic laws for the prevention punishment and eradication of violence against women?

1.1

Have laws and regulations been amended or abolished in order to modify juridical and customary-law practices that help to perpetuate or tolerate violence against women?


In keeping with Article  six of the CEDAW Convention, legislation against domestic violence was enacted in Barbados based on the CARICOM model.  The   enactment of the Domestic Violence (Protection Orders)  Act and  the Sexual Offences  Act  of  1992 attempts  to  address the issue of domestic violence in the following ways:

· bring domestic violence to an end;

· protect the victims of domestic violence; and

· change the public and private attitudes which have failed to discourage domestic violence.

The Domestic Violence (Protection Orders) Act allows the victim to report the  abuse to  the  police.  The abuser can be arrested and charged with a criminal offence. This Act entitles the victim to apply to the court for a Protection Order.  This is done by visiting  the Magistrate(s Court for the district in which you live and completing a form. 

1.2 
Were standards of this type adopted by your government after the ratification of the Convention of Belem do Para?

The Domestic Violence (Protection Orders) Act and the Sexual Offences Act were enacted in 1992.

a.
Are there established penalties for  assailants who harass, threaten or  endanger  the lives of  women, jeopardize their integrity, or harm their property? If so, what are they? 

The Act states that the court can

· Order the abuser out of the home of the victim, adult or child, even if the home is his;

· Order the abuser to keep away from the victim’s work place or the school of the abused child;

· Order the abuser not to enter the area of the home or work place of the victim or area of the child’s school;

· Order the abuser not to come within a specified distance of the victim or the child;

· Order that the abuser should not enter the home while drunk or under the influence of drugs;

· Order the abuser to leave the home;

· Order that the abuser continue to pay the rent, mortgage, utilities, or taxes for the home;

· Order that the abuser be fined $5,000.00 or imprisoned for 12 months or both. The abuser can also be arrested and taken back to court;

b.
Are there penalties for transnational forms of violence against women, including trafficking in women and children and forced prostitution? If so, what are they? 

Women and girls are protected under the Sexual Offences Act from being forced into prostitution. The Act states that:

A person who

· Procures a minor under sixteen years of age to have sexual intercourse with any person either in Barbados or elsewhere; or 

· Procures another for prostitution, whether or not the person procured is already a prostitute, either in Barbados or elsewhere or

· Procures another to become an inmate of a brothel or to frequent a brothel whether the person procured is already an inmate of a brothel in Barbados or elsewhere, is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for fifteen years.  

A person who

· By threats or intimidation procures another to have sexual intercourse with any person either in Barbados or elsewhere; or

· By deception procures another to have sexual intercourse with any person either in Barbados or elsewhere; or
· Applies, administers to or causes to be taken by any person nay drug, matter or thing with intent to stupefy or overpower that person so as thereby to have sexual intercourse with that person,

is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for fifteen years.

A person who detains another against that other’s will is

· In or upon any premises with intent that the person detained may have sexual intercourse with any person; or

· In any brothel,

is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for fifteen years.

A person who unlawfully takes away or causes to be taken away or detains another person against the will of that person with intent 

· To marry or to have sexual intercourse with the other person; or

· To cause the person to marry or to have sexual intercourse with any other person, is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for ten years.

A person who 

· Being the owner, occupier or manage of premises; or 

· Having control of premises or assisting in the management or control of premises induces or knowingly suffers a minor under sixteen years of age to resort to or to be in or upon the premises for the purpose of having sexual intercourse with any person is guilty of an offence and

· Where the minor is under fourteen years, is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for life; and

· Where the minor is fourteen years or over but under sixteen years is liable on conviction on indictment to a term of ten years.

It is a defense for a person charged under this section to prove that he did not know nor had no reason to believe or suspect that the minor was under the age of sixteen years.

A person shall not be charged for an offence under this section if the minor is the spouse of that person.

A person who

· Keeps or manages or acts or assists in the management of a brothel; or

· Being the tenant, lessee, occupier or person in charge of any premises or any part thereof to be used as a brothel or for the purposes of prostitution; or 

· Being the lessor or landlord of any premises, or the agent of the lessor or landlord, lets the same or any part thereof  with the knowledge that the premises or some part thereof are or is to be used as a brothel, or is willfully a part to the continued use of the premises or any part thereof as a brothel,

is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term of five years or to a fine of $5,000.00 or both.

A person who

· Knowingly lives wholly or in part on the earnings of prostitution; or 

· In any place solicits for immoral purposes,

is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment to a fine of $5,000.00 or to imprisonment for five years or to both.

If it appears to a magistrate by complaint on oath, that there is reason to suspect that any premises is used for purposes of prostitution and that any person residing in or frequenting the premises is living wholly or in part on the earnings of prostitution, the magistrate may issue a warrant authorizing any constable to enter, if need by force, and search the premises and to arrest that person.

Where a person is proved to

· Live with or to be habitually in the company of a prostitute; or
· Is proved to have exercise control, direction, or influence over the movement s of a prostitute in such a manner as to show that the person is aiding, abetting or compelling the prostitution with any other person or generally, that person shall be deemed to be knowingly living on the earnings of prostitution unless the person proves the contrary.

A person who for purposes of gain, exercises control, direction or influence over the movements of a prostitute in a way which shows that the person is aiding, abetting or compelling the prostitution is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for five years.

There are no penalties for trafficking in women.

c. 
Does the criminal code punish marital sexual violence?

The Criminal code recognizes marital sexual violence only under the following conditions:

· A decree nisi of divorce;

· A separation order within the meaning of section 2 of the Family Law Act;

· A separation agreement; or

· An order for the husband not to molest his wife or have sexual intercourse with her.

A husband who commits the offence of rape is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for life.

d.
Do the standards in force provide for compensation for women who are victims of violence?

In cases of physical assault, the presiding judge has the authority to order the accused to compensate the victim for injuries sustained.   

e.
Are there penalties for public officials who fail to enforce laws against violence? If so, what are they?

If members of the Royal Barbados Police Force fail to enforce laws against violence, they can be charged with neglect of duty or discreditable conduct. If those persons are found guilty, they can be dismissed from service, suspended or fined.

f.
Are there any legal provision on compulsory assistance and re-education for violent men?

There are no legal provisions on compulsory assistance and reeducation for violent men but if a male is convicted of a violent crime, the court can order some kind of anger management or 
rehabilitation for him.

g.
Is there any legal or administrative provision that makes a permanent 
training on gender issues for public officials compulsory?          
There is no legal or administrative provision that makes a permanent training on gender issues for public officials compulsory. However, training has been conducted with the Police Force and other members of the Judiciary in Domestic Violence intervention Strategies.

Training for the members of the Royal Barbados Police Force in domestic intervention was seen as a crucial aspect in the elimination of domestic violence. As a result, a module in  domestic violence was incorporated into the training of officers at the Royal Barbados Police Force. All new police recruits are now trained in domestic violence intervention. Modules in domestic violence based on the Commonwealth Secretariat(s Manual (Guidelines for Police Training on Violence against Women and Child Sex Abuse((, is now included ion the training programme of members of the Royal Barbados Police Force.

The Centre for Gender and Development Studies offers a one (1) month summer certificate course in Gender and Development in which public officers can participate.

2.
Has a national strategy or plan of action been adopted on the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women?

2.1 
Which agency is in charge of the design of that national strategy or plan of action?

The Bureau of Gender Affairs is charged with the design of the national strategy or plan of action. The Welfare Department is the agency mandated to deal with incidences of domestic violence while the Child Care Board is mandated to deal with issues of Child Abuse.

2.2 
Which agency is in charge of implementing that national strategy or plan of Action? Are there integrated inter-sectoral strategies? If so, which agencies take part in them?

The Bureau of Gender Affairs is charged with the design of the national strategy or plan of action. The Welfare Department is the agency mandated to deal with incidences of domestic violence while the Child Care Board is mandated to deal with issues of child abuse.

The Bureau of Gender Affairs, the Welfare Department and the Child Care Board are departments under the Ministry of Social Transformation. These departments collaborate with each other in order to carry out their mandate and to ensure that the human rights of women and children are protected.

The mandates of these departments are integrally linked to the overall mandate of the host ministry, the Ministry of Social Transformation which is charged with the responsibility of  ensuring that the government   strategies / initiatives for women and children are implemented.

2.3 
Have the plan of action or strategies carried out been evaluated?


If so, what have been the results to date?


If no evaluation has been performed, is one planned? If so, in what time frame?

A national plan of action was developed in 1995 for the submission to the United Nations Fourth World Beijing Platform for Action.   In this Plan, there was a call for:

· the provision of adequate shelter for abused women and girls;

· an increase in the number of female police officers to assist with women who have been victims of crime;

· the reviewing and streamlining of the judicial procedures relating to sexual offences;

· rape cases to be heard in camera;

· appointment of female judges;

· counselling for victims of rape and other sexual offences; and

· the establishment of a body to deal with complaints and to monitor  issues as they arise.

The Bureau of Gender Affairs in collaboration with its stakeholders is in the process of developing a National Policy on Gender

2.4 
Is a periodic review foreseen for the plan of action or strategy, based on evaluations of the results of its implementation?  

Although there is no established monitoring body to ensure the implementation of the recommendations, all the recommendations except the establishment of a body to deal with complaints and to monitor issues as they arise have been achieved.

2.5 
How are strategies linked at the provincial and municipal level.

This question is not relevant to our country.

3.
Has a national mechanism been set up to follow up on implementation of the Convention of Belem do para? If so, which agency is in charge of its follow-up at the national level? 

The Bureau of Gender Affairs is responsible for the follow-up on the implementation of the Convention of Belem do Para.

4.
Are legislators, advisers, and other parliamentary staff provided with information on gender issues, in particular as regards violence? How has that information been provided? 

Training has been conducted with the Police Force and other members of the Judiciary in Domestic Violence intervention Strategies.

Training for the members of the Royal Barbados Police Force in domestic intervention was seen as a crucial aspect in the elimination of domestic violence. As a result, a module in domestic violence was incorporated into the training of officers at the Royal Barbados Police Force. All new police recruits are now trained in domestic violence intervention. Modules in domestic violence based on the Commonwealth Secretariat’s Manual (Guidelines for Police Training on Violence against Women and Child Sex Abuse((, is now included ion the training programme of members of the Royal Barbados Police Force. In addition The Bureau of Gender Affairs has supported various initiatives which aim to prevent and eradicate violence in our community.

In addition to the module on domestic violence (which now forms part of the Royal Barbados Police Force(s training), a handbook on the subject has since been published in 2004 by the Barbados Police Association.

4.1 
Have training seminars on violence against women been held for this target group?
Yes.

4.2
Have visits to legislatures by experts on violence against women been arranged?
Yes.
4.3
Has information on violence against women been distributed to national, provincial and local lawmaking bodies?


Yes

4.4 
Other methods (Please describe them)
The Bureau of Gender Affairs has collaborated with International agencies such as UNIFEM to produce televised skits and ads on domestic violence. 

5.
Are there parliamentary committees specifically concerned with gender issues? If so:

How do they function in the framework of national legislatures?

How do they function in the framework of provincial legislatures?

There are no parliamentary committees specifically concerned with gender issues.

(II)
ACCESS TO JUSTICE

1.
Is there prompt, regulated proceeding to protect women who are victims of violence and to punish assailants?

1.1 
With which authority should complaints be filed?

· the Commissioner of Police or any police officer acting on his behalf

· a Welfare Officer or Child Care Officer on behalf of an abused child

1.2 
Are the offices responsible adequate for the caseload, both in terms of geographic coverage and the incidence of violence recorded in that area?

Yes

1.3 
Are there police stations and other specialized servicesfocused on women’s issues that have protocols on victim(s assistance in their languages? 

In terms of the Royal Barbados Police Force, interpreters are part of that body. If none are available in a particular language, the department contacts the respective Embassy responsible for the individual.

1.4 
On average, what is the time lag between the receipt of a complaint and the adoption of special measures to protect 
the physical and psychological integrity and property of women who are victims of violence?

Persons in need of protection can apply to the court to obtain a Protection Order against their spouse or a former spouse who continues to abuse them. By law, the application should be heard within two days after the abuser receives notice of it. If the court cannot deal with the application within the two-day period, it deals with it as soon as possible. The court considers these matters to be extremely important and deals with them quickly. 

The Bureau continues to strengthen its linkages with its stakeholders to keep the issue of domestic violence and other forms of gender-based violence in the public domain.

A Victim Support Group was established by the Royal Barbados Police Force. It is a non-profitable Voluntary Organization. It was established in December 1998 to offer emotional and practical support to nationals, non-nationals and their families and friends, who have suffered traumatic experiences as a result of various crimes such as robbery, sexual offences, burglary and domestic services. 

1.5
Are there measures to ensure the safety of women who are victims of violence, their families and witnesses? Is so what are there? 

Immediate help can be obtained awaiting the actual court  hearing. The court can grant an Interim Protection Order in cases of desperate situations to ensure the victims and their children(s safety. Oral or written evidence is required before the court makes an interim order. A Protection Order remains in force for at least twelve months.

The court can:

· Order the abuser out of the home of the female victim or that of an abused child, even if the home is that of the perpetrator.

· Order the abuser not to come to the female’s work place or the school of the abused child.

· Order the abuser not to enter the area of the home of the female victim or her child.

· Order the abuser not to come within a specified distance of the female victim or her child.

· Order that the abuser should not enter the home while drunk or under the influence of drugs.

· Order the abuser to leave the female victim’s home.

· Order that the abuser be fined $5,000.00 or imprisoned for 12 months or both. The abuser can also be arrested and taken back to court.

A member of the Police Force may without a warrant enter any premises to assist a victim if:

· he/she has reasonable grounds to suspect that a protection order is being violated; or

· He/she is invited and has reasonable grounds to suspect that the victim or the children have suffered, or are in immediate danger of suffering physical injury by the abuser.  

1.6 
Do women who are victims of violence have access to pro bono 
legal assistance?

Yes.  This is provided for by the Family Services Division of the 
Welfare Department as well as Legal Aid Services.

1.7 
Is the creation encouraged of groups of professionals to provide assistance to women who are victims of violence in order to pursue the relevant procedures designed to protect women and punish assailants.
The National Forum Against Domestic Violence (NFADV) was established in 2002 with a vision to make every Barbadian aware of the effects of domestic violence on individuals and groups, and in so doing reduce the incidence of domestic violence and facilitate the restoration of the family unit.

During 2003, the Bureau implemented a number of programmes which aimed to combat and eliminate violence against women. These include the provision of services for victims and offenders through referrals to relevant agencies and the provision of funding and technical assistance to women groups to engage in education and support services.

The Business and Professional Women(s Club provides crisis intervention, emotional support and information to non-resident members of the community who are experiencing family violence.

1.8 
Are there models of intervention for women(s assailants?

There are no models of intervention for women assailants. If any of the behaviour of the women who are housed within of the Shelter for abused women is viewed as that of a perpetrator then the personnel at the shelter try to encourage them to change their behaviour.

2.
Do Officials in charge of processing complaints of violence receive training on the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence? 

Yes. The Police Training Centre in collaboration with the Canada Caribbean Gender Equity Fund conducted a two-day workshop for Trainers in 2000. The target group included Police Officers.

Barbados is one of the Caribbean countries which participated in the regional Training of Trainers Programme on Domestic Violence Intervention. Nine (9) persons including six (6) Police Officers were trained through the programme. Since 2001, these nine persons have started the process of training others.

During the period September 2001 to July 2002, CAFRA implemented a  training Programme for Police Officers and other front line Social Workers in domestic violence intervention, in collaboration with the Association of Caribbean Commissioners of Police. Those trained to date include Police Officers, Social Welfare Officers, Staff from the Government Industrial School, a few Guidance Counsellors, Staff from the Queen Elizabeth Hospital (mainly nurses) and members of the Barbados Christian council and the Child Care Board.      

2.1 
Is there supervision of officials that handle and implement proceedings on violence against women?
Yes.

2.2
Are they informed of the penalties to which they could be liable for interaction or misconduct in connection with proceedings on violence against women?
Yes.

2.3 
Do the Officials that handle and implement proceedings on violence receive training on gender and on perspective and on prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence? 

The Caribbean Association of Feminist Research and Action (CAFRA) implemented a training programme for Police Officers in 2001 in collaboration with the Association of Caribbean Police Commissioners.  With the assistance of UNIFEM a training manual was also prepared and is currently used as part of the curriculum at the Police Training School.

3.
Is there a system of support designed to serve the immediate needs of victims of violence?  If so:
3.1 
Are there free emergency hotlines to provide advice to women who are victims of violence? Are such hotlines available all over the country?

There are a number of support systems available to violence victims. The Business and Professional Women’s club provided crisis intervention, emotional support and information to non-resident members of the community who are experiencing family violence. A hotline is operational 24 hours a day to men, women and children in need.   


An NGO Group ( Parent Education for Development in Barbados (PAREDOS) also operates a Family in Crisis Hotline.

3.2 
Are there shelters to care for women violence victims and their children?  If so, are they of a public nature, or both?

In 1999, The Barbados Government established a shelter for Battered women in fulfillment of its commitment to provide services to improve the welfare of abused women. The location of the shelter is not publicised.


Just for Kids is a privately run facility and caters to both boys and girls who are victims of domestic violence.  It has the capacity for fifteen (15) children.   

3.3 
Is the geographic distribution of shelters appropriate bearing in mind the number of complaints of violence received?
Being a small island, 166 square miles, having one shelter is not a problem.  The difficulty comes in the area of capacity.  It is too small to contend with the demand. 

3.4 
Is the creation of self (help groups for women who are victims of violence encouraged?

Yes.  The formation of such groups is encouraged by PAREDOS and the National Forum Against Domestic Violence. 

3.5 
What type of free family guidance counseling services are available in the Country?

The Business and Professional Women’s Club provides follow-up counseling to women who are victims of violence and assist them with finding alternative housing and employment.

The Family Services Unit of the Welfare Department is also mandated in the domestic violence legislation to provide follow-up support to families affected by domestic violence.

PAREDOS  offers face to face counseling, education and training programmes on building self-esteem, problem solving and conflict resolution. This organization also hosts workshops on peer counseling, living values, parenting, special training programmes for men and others, which bring abusers and victims together.

The Psychiatric Hospital provides marital, individual and group counseling to abused women. Several persons attend the Out-patient Mental Health Clinics at the Polyclinics.

The National Assistance Board also provides counseling through the Bereavement Hotline. 

3.6 
What type of rehabilitation programs are implemented for women violence victims?
A number of programmes and activities are undertaken on an annual basis to promote self- confidence, independence and individual decision making with respect to these persons. Some of the programmes include:


The attendance of past and present clients to Computer Training courses conducted by students and a professor form Quinnipiac University, Hamden Connecticut.
· The participation of clients in Drug Awareness

· Programmes and Parenting Conferences.

· Participation in Housekeeping Courses.


The participation of children housed at the shelter in the Children Homework Programme.  

· Participation in the Schools( Adolescent and Primary Multi-media Programme - Living with Family Violence.

Other programmes include:

· The participation of clients in the Urban Development Commission Health and Safety in the Workplace


The participation of client advocate in Domestic Violence Conferences in Trinidad and Barbados.

3.7
Mention any other support system in place.
A Victim Support Group was established by the Royal Barbados Police Force. It is a non-profitable Voluntary Organization. It was established in December 1998 to offer emotional and practical support to nationals, non-nationals and their families and friends, who have suffered traumatic experiences as a result of various crimes such as robbery, sexual offences, burglary and domestic violence. 

The Church, peer and support groups and the victims family forms other support systems.

Persons who are no longer in the shelter for abused women can also obtain counseling from a small crisis centre which is also operated by the Barbados Professional Women(s Club.

3.8 
Are there any social programmes that provide appropriate services to assist the basic needs of women victims of violence?

Persons who are victims of violence can apply to the Welfare Department for monetary grants and assistance-in-kind. The Family Services section of the Welfare Department also provides Counselling. The Business and Professional Women(s Club has developed a self-development programme for the empowerment of women. 

The Shelter managed by the Business and Professional Women(s Club of Barbados receives financial assistance from the Ministry of Social Transformation to help with the day to day running of that institution.  

Within the Shelter women are exposed to various skills which include baking and budgeting.

4.
Is there a mechanism for control, evaluation and follow-up on rehabilitation processes for women violence victims?

The Business and Professional Women(s Club provide follow-up counseling to women who are victims of violence and assist them with finding alternative housing and employment.

The Family Services unit of the Welfare Department is also mandated in the domestic violence legislation to provide follow-up support to families affected by domestic violence. However, there is no formal mechanism employed to control, evaluate and follow up on the processes or systems in place that seek to rehabilitate women violence victims. This is achieved through periodic workshops or seminars hosted by the relevant stakeholders agencies. 

5.
Are there schedules with set objectives to be met in the area of prevention, punishment and eradication of femicide?

Femicide is not practiced in Barbados.

(III)
NATIONAL BUDGET

1.

Are there appropriations in the national budget to finance anti-violence measures?

There is not a specific head under the national budget to finance anti-violence measures but programme and initiatives developed by the various departments which seek to reduce violence are financed from the National Budget. The administration of the Shelter for Abused women is financed from the National Budget.

2.

Are there appropriations in the national budget to finance training programmes intended to prevent violence against women?

There are no specific appropriations to prevent violence against women. The Bureau, however, cognizant of its responsibility to mainstream the concept of gender, acknowledges that interventions among young adults provide excellent opportunities to disseminate information, which may change perceptions and attitudes.

As a consequence, the Bureau of Gender Affairs in addition to the National Organisation of Women (NOW) and the National Advisory Council on Gender have been allocated funding from the National Budget for gender sensitization and other  programmes  activities including the prevention of violence against women.

3.
Are the appropriations in the national budget to finance awareness raising programs on violence against women?

There are no specific appropriations in the national budget to finance awareness raising programs on violence against women.  However, the Bureau of Gender Affairs in its annual program provide for such initiatives.

4.
Is there any cooperation between official agencies and non-governmental organization on gender issues?

Yes. The Bureau of Gender Affairs collaborates with a number of NGO(s to address the issues relating to domestic violence. These include the Business and Professional Women(s Club, The National Organisation of Women and the National Forum Against Domestic Violence.

(IV)
INFORMATION AND STATISTICS

1. 
Are statistics collected on judicial proceedings arising from complaints of violence against women with a view to designing public policies aimed at prevention, punishment and eradication?

The Royal Barbados Police Force collects information on all matters that go before the courts but there are not disaggregated to show specific categories like violence against women. 

In January 2005, the Bureau of Gender Affairs drafted a (Proposal for Enhancing the Collection of Relevant Social and Gender Indicators which stated that the measurement of domestic violence was critical to understanding gender-based violence. The proposal called for information on: the incidence and extent of domestic violence; the gender distribution of the incidence of domestic violence; the characteristics of the offenders and victims  including age-group, economic status, relationship and household characteristics; the types of violence; maintenance cases; health indicators, status determinants and the use of health care services.

The Bureau of Gender Affairs in collaboration with UNIFEM will implement a Data Collection Protocol for Domestic Violence during the period 2006-2007.

2.
Are studies carried out and statistics collected on assistance 
provided to women who are victims of violence?

Statistics are collected by the service providers.
2.1 
How many calls were received last year on emergency hotlines?
Statistics are only available from the Crisis Centre which is operated by the Business and Professional received Women’s Club.  A total of 781 calls were received by through the Crisis Hotline.  Of these 62 were for possible intake; 103 were for information; 4 were calls to volunteer; 353 were from repeat callers; and 261 were first time calls (Report  - Shelter for Battered Women 2005).

2.2 
How many shelters and with what capacity are there available in the country.
There is one Shelter for abused women, which is subsidised by the State.  Victims of domestic violence, however, utilise other emergency shelters including those offered by the State through the Welfare Department and a few NGOs. The Shelter for Battered Women is equipped with seventeen (17) beds and four (4) cribs and can accommodate 22 persons. On a quarterly basis it receives an average of 50 people, adults and children included.

The period January 1st, 1999 to December 31st, 2000 saw a total of 73 persons utilizing the Shelter, 35 (of who were) adults and 39 (were) children. There was an increase in the number of persons using the shelter between the periods January 1st, 2001 to December 31st, 2002, some 133 persons comprising 68 adults and 65 children.

The period January 1st, 2003 to December 19th, 2003, showed that 23 adults and 35 children visited the facility, making total of58 persons.

In total, over a four year period, taking into account that statistics for the period December 20, 2003 were not available, some 264 persons have made use of the shelter.

2.3 
What percentage of shelters are public and what percentage are private?
There two (2) shelters dedicated to accommodate abused women.  One is administered by an NGO but financed by the State while the other is completely private.

2.4 
What percentage of hospital admissions are the result of violence against women?

This data is not available.

3. 
Are studies carried out and statistics collected on deaths of women caused by violence?

3.1 
How many women have been victims of homicide by attack or as a result of an attack by an intimate (ex) partner (femicide)? Please provide up to date figures starting ten years prior to entry into force of the Convention of Belem do Para.

Statistics have been collected on women who died as a result of homicide but the figures have not been disaggregated to show the amount that died as a result of domestic violence.  The period 1984 ( 1999 reveal that a total of 77 women died as a result of homicide.   A study in progress states that 12 women were victims of femicide for the period 1993 ( 2003 (Angela Dixon, M. Phil Student at the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus).

3.2 
How many reported cases have ended in homicide of the women who lodged the complaint (Femicide)?
Data not available

3.3
How many cases of femicide have led to convictions of the perpetrator?
Data not available 

4. 
Are studies carried out and statistics collected on data concerning the situation of women?

4.1
When was the last national census held? Were questions on gender based violence included?

The last census was held in 2000.  No questions on gender based violence were included.

4.2 
How many women are there in the country? 141516


Age groups:  

0   - 14 (girls)

-
28,162.



15 ( 29 (young women)
-
27,879

 
30 ( 44 (adults)

-
31,982


45 - 59 (adults)

-
27,171


60+ (elderly women)
-
26,322 
4.3 
What percentage of the population do they represent? 51.75 

4.4 
What percentage of the female population lives in the rural areas?
Data not available

4.5 
What percentage of the female population lives in cities?
It should be noted that the rural-urban continuum is Barbados is not very distinguishable.  The figures quoted below refer to two small towns.  Two others exist but are classified as suburbs, rather than cities.  This is the reason why the collection of rural statistics is so difficult.

Age groups:   

0   - 14 (girls)

-
880



15 ( 29 (young women)
-
828

 

30 ( 44 (adults)

-
805



45 - 59 (adults)

-
476



60+ (elderly women)
-
605 
4.6
What percentage of the female population lives below the poverty threshold?

About 35, 000 persons live below the poverty line.  Of these, approximately 59% are female.

4.7
What percentage of the female population is illiterate?
The data is not available by age group.  However, approximately 1% of the female population can be classified as illiterate.

4.8
What percentage of the female population has completed primary school?
Seeing that education is compulsory up to age 16 years, completion of primary school by females is just about 100%.  The last census (2000) records that of those 15 years and over not attending school, 20% have attained a primary school level of education only.  Another 1% had reached the level of composite/senior school only.  

4.9
What percentage of the female population has completed secondary school?
Females enter secondary school between the ages of 10 and 11 years.  Of those not attending school, age 15 years and over, 48% had attained a secondary school education.  

4.10
What percentage of the female population has completed tertiary and/or university education?
The female population 15 years and over not attending school, 20% had attained a University/tertiary education.  13% were registered as having attended (other( institutions. 

4.11
How many women are in jail?
Fifty-one (51) females are in jail.
4.12
What percentage of the female percentage is economically active?
48% of the labour force is female.

5.
Are studies carried out and statistics collected on training programmes for prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women? 
There are no studies and statistics on training programmes for prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women?

5.1 
What percentage of primary, secondary and university teachers receives information on violence against women? 
The Bureau of Gender Affairs has collaborated with the Erdiston Teacher(s Training College and a module on Gender has been incorporated into the curriculum for all teachers entering the College.

5.2 
What percentage of social and judicial service providers receives training on gender issues and information on violence against women?
Through their focal points, all social agencies receive training on gender issues and violence against women.

6.
How are these data disseminated? Are they public and easy to access?

Data is disseminated primarily through the media.  There is also access to Domestic Orders.

7.
What kind of gender training is provided for people who elaborate and apply instruments to collect statistical information?

Training is available primarily through workshops.
8.
Does the State have a monitoring agency for citizens on violence against women? What is its impact?

There is no specific monitoring agency for citizens on violence against women.  However the Welfare Department and the Bureau of Gender Affairs try to monitor violence against women by tracking the number of Domestic Orders issued, the number of cases presenting at the Shelter for Battered Women and the number of women seeking the assistance of the Welfare Department on issues of violence.  These numbers are made public through various media to raise awareness concerning the problem of violence against women.  
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