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I. BACKGROUND


The first meeting of the Conference of States Parties was held in implementation of the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04).  The OAS Secretary General convened the Conference of States Parties for October 26, 2004, at which was adopted the Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI).  That Statute established that the Mechanism shall consist of the Conference of States Parties, its political organ, and a Committee of Experts (CEVI), its technical organ. The Mechanism operates through Multilateral Evaluation Rounds, where the CEVI designs and forwards a questionnaire to all States Parties, evaluates their replies, and produces a report for each participating country and a Hemispheric Report, containing the results obtained at the regional level. These reports identify progress made and challenges encountered in implementing the Convention of Belém do Pará at the national level, and make recommendations for optimal application of the Convention.

Following the adoption of the Statute of the MESECVI and as a first step towards its implementation, on January 28, 2005, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the States Parties to the Convention were requested to designate the expert to represent their country on the Committee of Experts (CEVI). Subsequently, on September 13, 2005, the Secretariat requested the ministers of foreign affairs of the States Parties to designate the Competent National Authority (CNA) to serve as liaison between the government and the Secretariat of the MESECVI.  From among a total of 32 States Parties to the Convention, the MESECVI now has 31 Experts and 31CNAs.
/
The First Evaluation Round began on November 7, 2005, with the questionnaires sent to the CNAs.  The evaluation stage of the Round concluded on July 9, 2008, with the adoption of the final report of the CEVI by the Second Conference of States Parties.  The follow-up stage began on September 19, 2008, with the forwarding to the CNAs and the permanent missions of the follow-up indicators of the recommendations made by the CEVI, adopted by the CEVI.  It is to conclude with the adoption by the Third Conference of States Parties of the Follow-up Report on the Recommendations made by the CEVI. 

The Second Evaluation Round began on April 15, 2010, with the forwarding to the CNAs of the questionnaire adopted by the CEVI. The Final Report, which includes the country reports and Hemispheric Report for this Round, is to be adopted in 2011.

II. INTRODUCTION

The Third Conference of States Parties of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) was held on March 24 and 25, 2011, in Antigua, Guatemala.  This was possible through the valuable sponsorship of the Government of the Republic of Guatemala, which offered to host this event at the Second Conference of States Parties, held in Caracas, Venezuela, on July 9 and 10, 2008. 

By a note dated February 15, 2011, the OAS Secretary General convened all States Parties to the Convention.  He also extended an invitation to the OAS Member States not Parties to the Convention and the Permanent Observers to the OAS. Also taking part in the conference were diplomats, judicial and legislative authorities, and specialized international entities and nongovernmental organizations working to eliminate violence against women.  The list of participants is contained in document MESECVI-II/doc.60/11.

The main aims of the Conference were: to receive the Follow-up Report on the Recommendations made by the CEVI in the Evaluation Stage of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round, with whose adoption this Round would officially close, and to evaluate progress made and challenges encountered by the MESECVI, with a view to adopting agreements for its strengthening. 

In accordance with Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, two preparatory meetings were held, in Washington, D.C., on March 4 and March 11, 2011, open to all permanent missions of the States Parties.  The first meeting focused on the draft agenda, draft calendar of activities, and agreements to be adopted by the Conference, and on determining the order of precedence, which was established by lot, with the Dominican Republic heading the list.  The second meeting focused on the revised draft Agreements.  

All meeting documents were published by the Secretariat and are available at the following web page:  http://scm.oas.org/III-MESECVI/Indexenglish.htmVI.  

III.
PROCEEDINGS


An inaugural session, four plenary sessions, and a closing session were held. 


1.
INAUGURAL SESSION


The OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, in a recorded message, welcomed the delegations in attendance and emphasized the role of the MESECVI as an essential tool in the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women.  Next taking the floor were Sonia Escobedo, Presidential Secretariat of Women (SEPREM) of Guatemala; Judith López Guevara, Director General, National Women’s Institute (INAMUJER) of Venezuela, in representation of the outgoing Chair of the Conference of States Parties, and Luis Raúl Estévez, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala. The remarks made at this inaugural session were published by the Technical Secretariat as documents MESECVI-III/INF.9/11, MESECVI-III/INF. 20/11, MESECVI-III/INF.10/11, and MESECVI-III/INF.11/11, respectively. 


2.
WORKING SESSIONS

Four plenary sessions were held, two on each day of the meeting. 

2.1.
FIRST PLENARY SESSION

The first session began by electing the officers of the Conference.  As proposed by of the delegation of Mexico, Guatemala was elected by acclamation to serve as chair the Conference for a two-year term, and subsequently assumed the chair.  As proposed by the delegation of Argentina, Brazil was subsequently elected by acclamation to serve as first vice chair, and Grenada, proposed by the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda, was elected to serve as second vice chair.  The delegate of Antigua and Barbuda was elected Rapporteur, as proposed by the delegation of Chile.

The Conference adopted without amendment the agenda (MESECVI-III/doc.52/11) and calendar of activities (document MESECVI-III/doc.53/11 rev. 3). The final versions were published as documents MESECVI-III/doc.52/11.rev.1 and MESECVI-III/doc.53/11 rev. 4, respectively.

The Conference then received the report of the Chair and of the Technical Secretariat on implementation of the MESECVI (document MESECVI-III/doc.55/11), presented by Carmen Moreno Toscano, Executive Secretary of the CIM.  That report set forth the progress made by the MESECVI and the Evaluation Rounds since the last Conference of States Parties, and analyzed pending challenges, especially with regard to the lack of human and financial resources.  The delegations reaffirmed their commitment to strengthen the MESECVI and decided to step up efforts to ensure inclusion of the MESECVI in the program-budget of the OAS Regular Fund on an equal footing with the other follow-up mechanisms of the Organization.  

2.2.
SECOND PLENARY SESSION

The session began by taking up the subject of evaluation of the Mechanism for Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará  (MESECVI), with remarks by Natalia Gherardi, Executive Director, Latin American Team for Justice and Gender (ELA), who presented the results of its study “Performance and Impact of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round of the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI): An Examination Based on the Opinions of Key Players” (document MESECVI-III/doc.56/11).  The study was based on interviews with a group of Experts, CNAs, and civil society organizations to ascertain their perceptions of the Mechanism and its contributions and challenges. The report was received with great interest by the delegations, who expressed interest in making recommendations based on its results, for inclusion in the Agreements of the Conference.
CEVI Coordinator Hilda Morales presented the Follow-up Report on the Recommendations made by the CEVI in the Evaluation Stage of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round (document MESECVI-III/doc.57/11) and Evaluation of the CEVI on the Advancements and Challenge of the MESECVI and Proposals for its Strengthening (document MESECVI-III/doc.58/11). Regarding the first report, the CEVI Coordinator presented the results of the follow-up of the CEVI recommendations based on 38 quantitative and qualitative indicators in the areas of legislation, public policy, and specialized services; access to justice; information and statistics; and budgets.  These results showed partial progress with regard to legislation, but also showed lack of progress and deficiencies in access to justice, statistics, and budget.  She also noted that, owing to a lack of information provided by the States in accordance with the indicators, it had not been possible, in some cases, to establish the scale of progress or reversal.  The presentation was published as document MESECVI-III/INF.15/11.  

The first panel, on strengthening and challenges of the MESECVI, was moderated by Fabiana Loguzzo, delegate of Argentina, with participation by Hilda Morales, CEVI Coordinator, and Barbara Bailey, National Expert of Jamaica to the CEVI and Expert to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Barbara Bailey mentioned, among the main challenges, that no measures were imposed on States that did not comply with the process of the Rounds; the low level of participation in the MESECVI by the Caribbean States, for the following reasons:  financial resources; language differences; participation in the decision-making bodies of the Mechanism vis-à-vis other subregions; and the MESECVI’s lack of resources, substantiating the need for an OAS Regular Fund budgetary allocation for the Mechanism. Hilda Morales, for her part, emphasized the need to provide the MESECVI with the necessary human and financial resources for its optimal functioning and proposed that the Mechanism be given greater visibility within the inter-American system and at the next regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in El Salvador, in June 2011. She also mentioned that the governments could help strengthen the MESECVI by providing support for participation by its Experts in the Rounds process. The presentations were published as documents MESECVI-III/INF.22/11 and MESECVI-III/INF.12/11, respectively. 

An exchange of views among delegations then ensued, and it was decided to include the recommendations of the Follow-up Report presented by the CEVI as an appendix to the Agreements to be adopted by the Conference.  The Chair undertook to distribute, at the opening of the next day’s session, a new version of them that would take account of the comments by the delegations.

2.3.
THIRD PLENARY SESSION

The third session opened on March 25 with the presentation of the draft Agreements (document MESECVI-III/doc.59/11 rev. 1) arising from the preparatory meetings held in implementation of Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, which included the modifications that had been proposed one day earlier, among them, a new section containing guidelines.  The Chair requested the delegations to forward to the Secretariat by 10 a.m. all comments, additions, and modifications to the document, for its submission to the Conference.


The second panel session scheduled, on indicators on violence against women and comparative analysis of those existing at the international and regional levels, was moderated by Aparecida Gonçalves, delegate of Brazil, with participation by Sonia Montaño, Chief, Women and Development Unit, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), and by Mónica Orozco, Director General for Evaluation and Statistical Development, National Women’s Institute of Mexico (INMUJERES). Sonia Montaño emphasized the importance of utilizing appropriate periodic minimum indicators with existing sources, and of strengthening administrative health, police, and justice records as sources of information for the prevention, treatment, and punishment of violence against women.  Mónica Orozco, for her part, based on the Mexican experience and on the indicators debated by the Group of Friends of the Chair of the United Nations Statistical Commission, emphasized the usefulness of two types of indicators:  results indicators and process indicators.  She also agreed with Sonia Montaño regarding the need to strengthen administrative records as information sources, as opposed to surveys or opinion polls, whose application could be lengthier and costlier. The presentations were published as documents MESECVI-III/INF.18/11 and MESECVI-III/INF.19/11, respectively.

The third panel discussed violence against women from a citizen security standpoint. The panel was moderated by Claudia Valenzuela, delegate of Chile, with participation by Ana Carcedo, Director, Feminist Information and Action Center (CEFEMINA) of Costa Rica; Amber Denoon, Deputy Director, Special Anti-crime Unit of Trinidad and Tobago; and Claudia Paz y Paz, Attorney General of Guatemala. Ana Carcedo emphasized the need to speak of violence against women as a citizen security issue from a human rights perspective, where primary importance was attached to the issue of personal safety and security, and of access to justice. Amber Denoon discussed the situation of domestic femicide in the Caribbean, recommending that domestic homicide be treated as a crime in the region more heavily penalized than it is at present; that an evidence-based policy be established to address the problem; and that multidisciplinary teams be formed to review cases of domestic homicide to gain awareness of the characteristics of such crimes, and of their causes.  Claudia Paz y Paz summarized the history of Guatemalan legislative treatment of violence against women, highlighting the advantages of the existing Law against Femicide and Other Forms of Violence against Women, which defined violence against women as a crime of public action. The presentations are available as documents MESECVI-III/INF.17/11, MESECVI-III/INF.16/11 and MESECVI-III/INF.21/11, respectively. 

2.4.
FOURTH PLENARY SESSION

The fourth session considered the draft Agreements of the Third Conference of States Parties of the MESECVI, contained in document MESECVI-III/doc.59/11 rev. 2, with the modifications suggested by delegations during the day.  Antigua and Barbuda, Mexico, and Grenada commented on Agreements 2 and 19, regarding which consensus was ultimately reached.

The delegations of Mexico and of Antigua and Barbuda also proposed including expressions of appreciation to the Presidential Secretariat of Women of Guatemala and to SEPREM staff members for the organization of the Conference, and to the Executive Secretary of the CIM and international organizations such as UN Women, PAHO, UNFPA, and other agencies, for their assistance in achieving a larger number of participants in this Conference.  With these modifications, the delegations adopted by consensus the Agreements, published as document MESECVI-III/doc.59/11 rev.3.

In accordance with Article 8 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, the Chair invited the delegations to convey offers from their countries to host the Fourth Conference of States Parties.  As no offers were made, it was decided that, in accordance with said Rules of Procedure, the delegations would be able to forward their written proposals to the OAS Secretary General, who would advise the States Parties through their permanent missions to the OAS.

C.
CLOSING SESSION

Taking part in the closing session were María del Rocío García Gaytán, President of the CIM, whose remarks were published as document MESECVI-III/INF.13/11, and Sonia Escobedo, Presidential Secretariat of Women of Guatemala, in representation of the Chair of the Conference of States Parties, who thanked the delegations for their participation and congratulated them on its success. 
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�.	On July 5, 2009, the Organization of American States (OAS) invoked Article 21 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, suspending the right of Honduras (State Party to the Convention) to active participation in the hemispheric organization.





