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FIFTH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE of states PARTIES
to the mechanism TO FOLLOW UP ON implementation
of the inter-american convention ON THE PREVENTION,
PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,
“CONVENTION OF Belém do Pará”
Rapporteur’s Report

(Draft)
Inauguration
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am and the Chair of the Conference of States Party informed delegates of the results of the two preparatory meetings, further informing that the next Conference would be held in two years’ time, unless the Presidency decided to call an extraordinary meeting. The Chair also presented the Draft Annotated Agenda for consideration and it was approved without amendment. The Calendar of Activities was also presented for consideration and approved with a modification proposed on the order of the presentations.
Election of Authorities
The delegation of Peru nominated the Delegation of Costa Rica for the position of Chair, seconded by Panama. The delegation of Nicaragua proposed that this be accepted by acclamation, which was carried.
The delegation of Nicaragua nominated the delegation of Guatemala for the position of First Vice-Chair, seconded by El Salvador who proposed that the nomination be accepted by acclamation, which was carried. 
The delegation of Costa Rica nominated the delegation of Colombia for the position of Second Vice-Chair and moved that it be accepted by acclamation, which was so carried.
The delegation of Costa Rica proposed the delegation of the Bahamas for the position of Rapporteur and this was also approved by acclamation.
Presentation of the Protocol on the Investigation of Femicide of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Carmen Rosa Villa, Regional Representative for Central America, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights of the United Nations presented the protocol, which provides guidelines on how to effectively address the issue of femicide from a variety of national contexts.
Many of the delegations present provided updates on their country’s experience with this topic and the advances made.  Support was expressed for the protocol, with Panama and Costa Rica proposing that there should be greater coordination among the organs which work to prevent and eradicate violence against women. Uruguay, Bolivia and Paraguay requested that their countries be included in the validation of the Protocol, with Argentina offering to host the activity in the event that Chile was unable to do so.
The Bahamas raised the issue of the omission of the Caribbean countries from the initial consultation for the development of the Protocol; and was informed that this was due to budgetary constraints. However, as the Presenter noted, the observations of this sub-region would be useful to the Protocol and that there were plans to circulate the translated document to the Caribbean for that purpose.
The presenter closed by noting that the protocol is a useful instrument for giving heightened visibility to the phenomenon of femicide/feminicide in the Americas. 

Reflection Process for Strengthening the MESECVI 
The Technical Secretary of the MESECVI, Luz Patricia Mejia, made a presentation on the strengthening of the Mechanism, outlining the work of the MESECVI and noting both the advances and challenges being experienced by the Mechanism. She emphasized that the Secretariat has done its best to keep the Mechanism functioning despite the lack of human and financial resources and expressed the importance of adequate funding to the effectiveness of the Mechanism. She spoke of the launch of the MESECVI webpage as an important tool for promoting the work of the MESECVI and also presented the draft Strategic Plan of the MESECVI. Lastly, she raised the necessity to create a dialogue space between the CEVI and the Conference by proposing the creation of a formal mechanism for dialogue between the CEVI and Conference at the level of their respective meetings. 
Presentation of the President of the CEVI 
The President of the CEVI, Flor Maria Diaz Chalarca spoke to the pressing issue of making the required quorum for CEVI meetings. Gaps in appointments of Experts coupled with the absence of Caribbean member States experiencing serious challenges in attending the CEVI meetings have resulted in an inability to make the stipulated quorum at some past meetings. In light of the quorum issue, especially of the last CEVI meeting, she reported that a legal opinion had been sought, this advised that it was to be left to the Conference to determine whether the meetings in question were valid since the quorum had been established based on a flexible interpretation of the Rules of Procedure, which took into account the participation of Experts over the years. She emphasized that current quorum requirements complicate decision-making and advancing the work of the MESECVI. 
On the matter of appointments, she strongly requested that all States Party address this with urgency, with the understanding that an Expert ought to be able to serve in this capacity for at least 3 years to mitigate against the high turnover of CEVI Experts and uneven participation in meetings that impacts the progress of the CEVI’s work.  
She also underscored the importance of enhancing the participation of civil society where their reports could also be received by the CEVI meetings. Other matters raised included the use of virtual mechanisms to promote and develop the work of the MESECVI, receiving comments on the document on the system of indicators which have been distributed to States for review. 
She also encouraged States Party to the MESECVI to make contributions to the MESECVI for its proper functioning. 
Lastly, the President reminded the meeting of the proposal from Guatemala to create a working group to address in more detail the strengthening of the MESECVI.    
A substantial discussion centered on the proposed amendments to the MESECVI Statute with many delegations supporting the amendments proposed as follows:
Working Group: The delegation of Guatemala with support from the majority of delegations present (Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil, Panama, Peru, Argentina, Venezuela, Bolivia, El Salvador, Uruguay) reiterated its proposal that a Working Group be established, provided that guidelines for its work be established and timelines for the delivery of a report of its work to the Conference of States Party. The report would include a situational analysis of the MESECVI in state parties, with conclusions and recommendations for the Conference of State Party. The Group should also, according to Panama, as a matter of priority review the Rules of Procedure, so that the legal framework is clear and applicable to current realities, and complements the Statute of the MESECVI. 
A deadline of March 28th2014 was proposed, with considerable support within the framework of the celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Convention of Belém do Pará, for working group to address the issues and provide conclusions and recommendations. There were concerns expressed by some delegations about rushing the work of the Working Group. 
To follow up on the morning’s discussion, a small open group was established and chaired by Peru, to come up with the guidelines, specific topics of the Working Group within the relevant mandates for strengthening the MESECVI; along with timeframes and deadlines for presenting results.  
Quorum: Concern was raised on the floor about the issue of quorum for the MESECVI meetings. It was stated that the lack of participation of women weakens the Mechanism. One of the priorities of the working group would be to consider the matter of the quorum requirements and how best to address this matter to strengthen the Mechanism. Regarding the Rules of Procedure, it was observed that Article 4 empowers the CEVI to modify its Rules of Procedure provided that the amendment is in accordance with the established legal framework. In this regard the States Party were encouraged to designate their Principal and Alternate Experts as members of the Committee of Experts of MESECVI.
Onsite Visits: Many delegations made interventions on the onsite visits, with a proposal from Mexico, seconded by Venezuela, that these visits be oriented towards prevention in order to identify weaknesses at the State level and to follow up on this within their capacities. These visits ought to be modeled of those of other OAS Follow-up mechanisms. It was also suggested that efforts should be made to get the support of national governments for these visits so that the recommendations of the CEVI could be effectively implemented at the level of state policies. 
CEVI/COSP/National Mechanism: Some delegations expressed that a strengthening of dialogue between the MESECVI and national authorities would result in a strengthening of the Mechanism on the whole by greater State commitment. A more effective coordination between the CEVI, the Conference and the national authorities would be maintained through an ongoing dialogue between entities to eliminate the perception that CEVI and the Conference are opposed to each other. Argentina also proposed that the discussions on the proposed reforms could be held virtually with the national authorities.  
MESECVI Sub-fund: The sub-fund amendment met with support from some delegations and also significant discussion on the guidelines for its use. The meeting noted that the original CEVI Rules of Procedure did not contemplate a sub-fund and therefore elements for its operation - protocols and procedures - would have to be developed for it. Some delegations highlighted that the sub-fund must be used for special circumstances and in exceptional cases. Further, that it ought to be financially supported by as many States as possible. The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago flagged the issue of possible discrimination against States which had received financial support prior. Venezuela was of the view that in order to guarantee the access to an equitable and transparent sub-fund, funds should not be directly assigned by donors to a determined country.
In summarizing the morning’s session, the Chair noted that the meeting had achieved consensus on the matter of the Sub-fund through the regulation of the MESECVI Fund, as regards the matter of the participation of the CEVI Experts. 

Adjournment of Morning’s Session: 1:21 pm.
The meeting was called to order again at 3:14 pm and received the report of the petit working committee, which met over lunch. Peru, as Chair, reported that the working group would base its work priorities on the agenda but that there was need to include two topics to the existing reforms - namely the dates of meetings (to ensure that they do not clash with other national and regional level meetings); and the format of the CEVI meetings, which should include virtual participation of other stakeholders (e.g. Competent National Authorities) to make them more participatory. The Working Group will be responsible for proposing modifications to the MESECVI Statute and Rules of Procedure and consideration of the Strategic Plan. 
The petit committee also underscored to States the urgency of having all CEVI Experts appointed by March 28, 2014. The Working Group will also study variations in the Quorum requirements, although Brazil was emphatic that it could not support any changes in the size of the quorum. The CEVI President reiterated that the CEVI would not be able to function without flexibility on the issue of quorum, unless States were more diligent about appointing and supporting their Experts.
Another topic for the Working Group would be to establish some incentives for the expansion and maximization of civil society participation, based on input from the MESECVI Secretariat. 
Brazil and Nicaragua made proposals for a revision in the selection of Experts and a few interventions addressed the gaps in appointments. It was agreed that the States Party will be called upon to appoint their experts by March 28, 2014. If by that deadline, there are still gaps in appointments then as per Argentina’s proposal, the quorum will be revised to establish a real quorum of those present/appointed. 
Proposal for Dialogue between CEVI and the Conference of States Party
Currently, there is disconnection between the CEVI and the Conference of States Party, which had also been articulated by the CEVI President in addressing the meeting. Guatemala had earlier proposed that the Chair of the Conference attend the CEVI meetings. Another matter was that there needs to be a space made on the CEVI Agenda for the Conference Chair to participate in these meetings as a way of establishing a convergence between these two important entities of the MESECVI. It was agreed that these meetings to incorporate the dialogue between the National Authorities and the CEVI Experts will be included in the Strategic Plan of the MESECVI.
Creation of the Solidarity Sub-Fund
Brazil proposed that there was need to provide incentives for state parties to contribute to the MESECVI Fund and not focus on the creation of a sub-fund, where monies from this general fund could be used to fund state with special circumstances. There is also need for clear criteria on how participation will be funded. The Working Group would be tasked with drafting a set of criteria to govern the financing of MESECVI’s efforts. 
Panama made an intervention that there was need to ensure that the contributions to the MESECVI Fund are to be used primarily to strengthen the MESECVI and then other funds can be channeled to needs-based requests from States Party. Panama flagged an important consideration where donor contributions would not be a consideration for State application to the Fund.
Constitution of the Working Group
It was agreed that Peru would head this Working Group to coordinate its activities, with the support of the Technical Secretariat. Argentina, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Venezuela, Colombia, Paraguay, Costa Rica, Panama, Chile, Brazil, Mexico and Uruguay declared their intention to participate in the Group and it was decided that the membership would be left open. 
The Working Group Report will be received and considered within the framework of the Hemispheric Forum on the Belém do Pará Convention, to be held in meeting in Brazil from March 26th to 28th 2014. 
Good Practices in Gender Justice
The Conference of States Party congratulated the presentations offered on the “Latin American Model Protocol for the Investigation of the Violent Deaths of Women for Gender-based Reasons (Femicide/Feminicide)”; the “Best Practices Initiative”; and the “Protocol for Judging from a Gender Perspective.” In this regard, Panama highlighted the importance of the adoption of protocols for guaranteeing access to justice of women victims of violence and improving the State response to gender-based violence. Costa Rica also highlighted the importance that this work be conducted in collaboration with the national machineries for the advancement of women.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 pm.
The second day of meeting, on Tuesday November 19th, 2013, started at 9:46AM
Violence against Women: Advances and challenges in 20 years of the Belém do Pará Convention. Contributions for the entry into force of the Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention)
The first part of this session featured presentations on national–level initiatives to implement the Belém do Pará Convention, as well as the development and implementation of the Istanbul Convention. The countries expressed their congratulations to Marja Ruotanen representative from the Council of Europe, Maria Cecilia Guerra Vice minister for Equal Opportunities in Italy and Guadalupe Romero President of the Agency for Family Development of the Mexican State of Hidalgo, all of them expositors of the panel. The exposition made gave the opportunity to the States to exchanged experiences and efforts that every State in the region are made in order to prevent, punished and eradicate the violence against women in every space and level, considering all the diversities.
Ceremony for the accession of the Republic of Italy to the Belém doPará Convention
At 12:37 the Deputy Minister for Equal Opportunities of Italy signed the Belém do Pará Convention. The Assistant Secretary General reminded delegations that the next year will mark the 20th anniversary of the Belém do Pará Convention and remarked on his satisfaction that in this framework, this is the first time that anon-American country has signed the Convention. The Assistant Secretary General highlighted the importance of this convention as the first international instrument that formalizes the need to work towards ending violence against women, and remarked on the similar importance of the Istanbul Convention. Within this framework, the importance of recognizing women’s rights as human rights was highlighted, as well as the importance of the commitment to moving forward on the topic of violence against women, and remarked that this is a show of a join work towards the elimination of violence against women.
During the afternoon session, the Conference adopted a number of agreements that cover all of the above-mentioned topics.

This concludes the Rapporteur’s report as presented by the Bahamas.





………………………………………….

Dr. Sandra Dean Patterson






Head of Delegation of the Bahamas
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