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	Chapter  IX  –  Monitoring  mechanism
(in the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence)
	

	Group of experts on action against violence against women and  domestic  violence
	Article  66  –  Group  of  experts  on  action against  violence  against  women  and  domestic violence
1. The  Group  of  experts  on  action  against  violence  against  women  and  domestic  violence  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  “GREVIO”)  shall  monitor  the  implementation  of  this  Convention  by  the  Parties.  

2. GREVIO  shall  be  composed  of  a  minimum  of  10  members  and  a  maximum  of  15  members,  taking  into  account  a  gender  and  geographical  balance,  as  well  as  multidisciplinary  expertise.  Its  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  Committee  of  the  Parties  from  among  candidates  nominated  by  the  Parties  for  a  term  of  office  of  four  years,  renewable  once,  and  chosen  from  among  nationals  of  the  Parties.  

3. The  initial  election  of  10  members  shall  be  held  within  a  period  of  one  year  following  the  entry  into  force  of  this  Convention.  The  election  of  5  additional  members  shall  be  held  following  the  25th  ratification  or  accession.  

4. The  election  of  the  members  of  GREVIO  shall  be  based  on  the  following  principles:

a. they  shall  be  chosen  according  to  a  transparent  procedure  from  among  persons  of  high  moral  character,  known  for  their  recognized  competence  in  the  fields  of  human  rights,  gender  equality,  violence  against  women  and  domestic  violence,  or  assistance  to  and  protection  of  victims,  or  having  demonstrated  professional  experience  in  the  areas  covered  by  this  Convention;  

b. no  two  members  of  GREVIO  may  be  nationals  of  the  same  State;  

c. they  should  represent  the  main  legal  systems;  

d. they  should  represent  relevant  actors  and  agencies  in  the  field  of  violence  against  women  and  domestic  violence;  

e. they  shall  sit  in  their  individual  capacity  and  shall  be  independent  and  impartial  in  the  exercise  of  their  functions,  and  shall  be  available  to  carry  out  their  duties  in  an  effective  manner.  

5. The  election  procedure  of  the  members  of  GREVIO  shall be determined  by  the  Committee  of  Ministers  of  the  Council of Europe,  after  consulting  with  and  obtaining  the  unanimous consent  of  the  Parties,  within  a  period  of  six  months following  the  entry  into  force  of  this  Convention.

6. GREVIO shall adopt its own rules of procedure.  

7. Members  of  GREVIO,  and  other  members  of delegations  carrying  out  the  country  visits  as  set forth  in  Article  68,  paragraphs  9  and  14,  shall enjoy  the  privileges  and  immunities  established in  the  appendix  to  this  Convention.
	ESTATUTE OF THE Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention
Article 6. Responsibilities

6.1. The responsibilities of the Conference are:

a.  Establish overall guidelines for the work of the Committee and serve as its advisory body;

b.
Receive, analyze, and evaluate the reports of the Committee;

c.
Publish and disseminate the final report of the Mechanism, in coordination with the OAS General Secretariat; and

d.
Settle any matter relating to the operations of the Mechanism.

6.2. The responsibilities of the Committee are: 

a.   Draft its own rules of procedure;

b.
Define its working methods and work calendar;

c.
Receive and evaluate the reports of the states parties and issue its recommendations; and

d.   Present its reports to the Conference.
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE Committee of Experts of the Mechanism
Título I. ALCANCE DEL REGLAMENTO 

Article 2. Composition of the Committee. 
The Committee shall be composed of experts in the matters encompassed by the Convention.  The experts shall be appointed by each of the States Parties to said Convention and shall exercise their responsibilities in a manner that is independent and autonomous and in an individual capacity.  Experts will not participate in the evaluation of their own countries.

The principal and alternate Committee experts should have solid technical expertise and experience in the various matters addressed by the Convention. 

The expert shall serve for a term of at least three years by attending meetings of the Committee in person, or from his or her country, when so required.

In order to facilitate the progress of activities, States Parties shall ensure the stability and continuity of the experts throughout the evaluation process. Each State Party shall be responsible for the participation of its expert.  

The States Parties shall notify the Secretariat of MESECVI of the name or names and personal information (address, e-mail address, and telephone and fax numbers) of one expert and at least one alternate. Each State Party shall notify the Secretariat immediately of any changes in the designation of its experts on the Committee. 

Article 3. Responsibilities of the Committee.
In accordance with the Statute, the Committee shall be responsible for the technical analysis of the implementation of the Convention by the States Parties.  In performing this function, the Committee shall undertake the following: 

a. Adopt its annual work plan and methodology for each multilateral evaluation round, for which the Secretariat will develop a draft in conformity with the provisions contained in Article 7.a of these Rules.

b. Select, from among the provisions of the Convention, those whose implementation by all of the States Parties shall be reviewed, in particular in Articles 7 and 8.

c. Determine the length of time it shall devote to this task, which shall be known as a "round".

d. Adopt a questionnaire on the provisions selected for review in each round and in accordance with Article 18 of these Rules.

e. Determine the composition of subgroups to analyze the information received from the States Parties they have been assigned to review, pursuant to Article 20 of these Rules. Coordinators and Alternate Coordinators of subgroups shall be elected as necessary.

f. Adopt evaluation reports in regard to each of the States Parties (country reports) and a hemispheric report at the end of each round, in accordance with the procedures established in Articles 19 to 24 of these Rules, and submit them to the Conference, pursuant to Article 6.2 of the Statute.
g. Promote and facilitate cooperation among the States Parties and civil society organizations and with international organizations and cooperation agencies, within the framework of the Convention and in accordance with Article 10 of the Statute and Article 7.n of these Rules.
h. Adopt a yearly activity report, which shall be forwarded to the Conference.

i. Review periodically the operation of the MESECVI and propose such recommendations as it deems pertinent to the Conference.

j. Request assistance and guidance from the Conference when it considers it necessary in order to fulfill its responsibilities.

k. Approve the form to be used for follow-up of implementation of the recommendations to countries.

	Committee  of  the  Parties
	Article  67  –  Committee  of  the  Parties
1. The  Committee  of  the  Parties  shall  be  composed  of  the representatives  of  the  Parties  to  the  Convention.  

2. The  Committee  of  the  Parties  shall  be  convened  by  the Secretary  General  of  the  Council  of  Europe.  Its  first meeting shall  be  held  within  a  period  of  one  year  following the entry into  force  of  this  Convention  in  order  to  elec  the members of  GREVIO.  It  shall  subsequently  meet  whenever one  third of the  Parties,  the  President  of  the  Committee  of the  Parties or the  Secretary  General  so  requests.  

3. The  Committee  of  the  Parties  shall  adopt  its  own  rules  of procedure.
	RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES TO THE MECHANISM 

Article 3. Composition.

The Conference is made up of representatives from all the States Parties of the Mechanism. The States Parties shall appoint a head of delegation and any delegates they deem necessary.
Artícle 9. Convocation.  

As set forth in Article 5 of the Statute, the Conference will hold a regular meeting every two years and special meetings as often as it deems necessary.

The OAS Secretary General will convene the regular and special meetings of the Conference by way of written communication directed to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the States Parties, through their Permanent Missions to the OAS, with copy to their respective Competent National Authorities (CNA). 

Article 25. Adoption and Entering into Effect of the Rules of Procedure.
These Rules of Procedure shall be adopted by the Second Meeting of the Conference of States Parties and shall enter into force upon their adoption. 

Article 26. Amendments to the Rules of Procedure.  

The Rules of Procedure can be amended only by a motion supported by an absolute majority of the States Parties.

	Procedure
	Article  68  –  Procedure
1.  Parties  shall  submit  to  the  Secretary  General  of  the  Council of  Europe,  based  on  a  questionnaire  prepared  by  GREVIO, a report  on  legislative  and  other  measures  giving  effect  to the provisions  of  this  Convention,  for  consideration  by GREVIO.

2. GREVIO  shall  consider  the  report  submitted  in  accordance with  paragraph  1  with  the  representatives  of  the  Party concerned.  

3. Subsequent  evaluation  procedures  shall  be  divided  into rounds,  the  length  of  which  is  determined  by  GREVIO.  At the  beginning  of  each  round  GREVIO  shall  select  the specific  provisions  on  which  the  evaluation  procedure  shall be  based  an  send  out  a  questionnaire.  

4    GREVIO  shall  define  the  appropriate  means  to  carry  out  this  monitoring  procedure.  It  may  in  particular  adopt  a  questionnaire  for  each  evaluation  round,  which  shall  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  evaluation  procedure  of  the  implementation  by  the  Parties.  This questionnaire shall be addressed to all Parties.  Parties  shall  respond  to  this  questionnaire,  as  well  as  to  any  other  request  of  information  from  GREVIO.  

5    GREVIO  may  receive  information  on  the  implementation  of  the  Convention  from  non‐governmental  organizations  and  civil  society,  as  well  as  from  national  institutions  for  the  protection  of  human  rights.  

6    GREVIO  shall  take  due  consideration  of  the  existing  information  available  from  other  regional  and  international  instruments and  bodies  in  areas  falling  within  the  scope  of  this  Convention.

7    When  adopting  a  questionnaire  for  each  evaluation  round,  GREVIO  shall  take  due  consideration  of  the  existing  data  collection  and  research  in  the  Parties  as  referred  to  in  Article  11  o  this  Convention.  

8    GREVIO  may  receive  information  on  the  implementation  of  the  Convention  from  the  Council  of  Europe  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights,  the  Parliamentary  Assembly  and  relevant  specialized  bodies  of  the  Council  of  Europe,  as  well  as  those  established  under  other  international  instruments.  Complaints  presented  to  these  bodies  and  their  outcome  will  be  made  available  to  GREVIO.  

9    GREVIO  may  subsidiary  organize,  in  co‐operation  with  the  national  authorities  and  with  the  assistance  of  independent  national  experts,  country  visits,  if  the  information  gained  is  insufficient  or  in  cases  provided  for  in  paragraph  14.  During  these  visits,  GREVIO  may  be  assisted  by  specialists  in  specific  fields.  

10    GREVIO  shall  prepare  a  draft  report  containing  its  analysis  concerning  the  implementation  of  the  provisions  on  which  the  evaluation  is  based,  as  well  as  its  suggestions  and  proposals  concerning  the  way  in  which  the  Party  concerned  may  deal  with  the  problems  which  have been  identified.  The  draft  report  shall  be  transmitted  for  comments  to  the  Party  which  undergoes  the  evaluation.  Its  comments  shall  be  taken  into  account  by  GREVIO  when  adopting  its  report.

 11    On  the  basis  of  all  the  information  received  and  the  comments  by  the  Parties,  GREVIO  shall  adopt  its  report  and  conclusions  concerning  the  measures  taken  by  the  Party  concerned  to  implement  the  provisions of  this  Convention.  This  report  and  the  conclusions  shall  be  sent  to  the  Party  concerned  and  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parties.  The  report  and  conclusions  of  GREVIO  shall  be  made  public  as  from  their  adoption,  together  with  eventual  comments  by  the  Party  concerned.  

12    Without  prejudice  to  the  procedure  of  paragraphs  1  to  8,  the  Committee  of  the  Parties  may  adopt,  on  the  basis  of  the  report  and  conclusions  of  GREVIO,  recommendations  addressed  to  this  Party  (a)  concerning  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  implement  the  conclusions  of  GREVIO,  if  necessary  setting  a  date  for  submitting  information  on  their  implementation,  and  (b)  aiming  at  promoting  co‐operation  with  that  Party  for  the  proper  implementation  of  this  Convention.  

13    If  GREVIO  receives  reliable  information  indicating  a  situation  where  problems  require  immediate  attention  to  prevent  or  limit  the  scale  or  number  of  serious  violations  of  the  Convention,  it  may  request  the  urgent  submission  of  a  special  report  concerning  measures  taken  to  prevent  a  serious,  massive  or  persistent  pattern  of  violence  against  women.  

14    Taking  into  account  the  information  submitted  by  the  Party  concerned,  as  well  as  any  other  reliable  information  available  to  it,  GREVIO  may  designate  one  or  more  of  its  members  to  conduct  an  inquiry  and  to  report  urgently  to  GREVIO.  Where  warranted  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Party,  the  inquiry  may  include  a  visit  to  its  territory.

 15    After  examining  the  findings  of  the  inquiry  referred  to  in  paragraph  14,  GREVIO  shall  transmit  these  findings  to  the  Party  concerned  and,  where  appropriate,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parties  and  the  Committee  of  Ministers  of  the  Council  of  Europe  together  with  any  comments  and  recommendations.
	ESTATUTE OF THE Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention 

Article 8. Operations

8.1
Selection of provisions and methodology:

a.  The Secretariat shall submit to the Committee, for its consideration, a document in which it will select the Convention provisions whose application by the states parties could be the subject of the review and, in keeping with available financial resources, shall determine the duration of a session it will devote to this task--to be called a round--and the number of reports to be considered at each meeting; 

b.
During each round, the Secretariat shall prepare a questionnaire on the provisions it has selected.  The questionnaire, once approved by the Committee, shall be transmitted to the states parties, who undertake to reply to it by the deadline set by the Committee.  Replies to the questionnaire shall be circulated to all members of the Committee;

c.
At the start of each round, the Committee shall examine the information on each state party and establish a calendar for the review, in a predetermined, impartial manner, such as alphabetical order, the drawing of lots, or chronological order of ratification of the Convention.  The Secretariat shall make this information public; and

d.
In order to fulfill its functions, the Committee shall determine the appropriate method for carrying out its work plan. 

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE Committee of Experts of the Mechanism
Title III. MULTILATERAL EVALUATION PROCEDURE 

Article 17. General Aspects. 
Reports of all States Parties shall be analyzed simultaneously in an initial multilateral evaluation round, which may be followed by further evaluation rounds, the methodology and content for which shall be determined subsequently by the Committee.

The duration of the rounds shall be two years, with the third year being devoted to follow-up of the recommendations arising out of each round. 

Article 18. Questionnaire, Work Plan, and Evaluation Methodology
The Committee Secretariat shall prepare the draft questionnaire, draft work plan, and draft methodology for evaluating implementation of the provisions of the Convention and shall forward them to the experts of all the States Parties.
The Committee shall adopt the final versions of the questionnaire, work plan, and the method for evaluating.

The Secretariat of the Committee shall remit the questionnaires to the competent national authority responsible for coordinating the reply of each State Party and to the permanent missions. 

Article 19. Replies of States Parties to the Questionnaire. 
The States Parties shall forward the responses to the questionnaire to the Committee Secretariat on the established date, via the permanent missions, together with an executive summary report on the status of violence against women in the respective country, and the achievements, difficulties, and areas in which they consider that cooperation could be strengthened. 
Article 20. Subgroups to Review Information and Prepare Preliminary Reports. 
The Committee, based on the proposal prepared by the Secretariat in collaboration with the Coordinator, shall determine the composition of review subgroups and assign tasks randomly, bearing in mind the legal tradition of the country reviewed, regional representation, language considerations, and the equitable distribution of work among all the experts.

Subgroups shall prepare preliminary country reports to be submitted subsequently to the Committee plenary for consideration.

No expert may take part in the preparation of the preliminary report of his or her own country. 

Article 21. Review of Information and Preparation of the Preliminary Report

Once the responses to the questionnaire are received, the procedure shall be as follows: 

a.
With the support of the Secretariat, each expert in each of the review subgroups will, prior to the meeting of the Committee, receive and analyze the information provided by the States Parties assigned to his or her subgroup and prepare a draft preliminary report for a country that will be assigned to him/her, for subsequent review by the subgroup.

b.
Once the meetings of the review subgroups have concluded, the draft preliminary reports will be discussed by the plenary in accordance with Article 23 of these Rules.  The Secretariat shall send the preliminary report to the competent national authority and to the corresponding Permanent Mission in order for the latter to submit such comments and clarifications as it deems pertinent to the Secretariat within the time period established by the Committee.  This information shall be sent to the experts of the review subgroup for discussion at its next meeting.

c.
Based on the responses of the State Party to the preliminary report, the expert assigned to study it will prepare a revised version of the preliminary report and forward it to the experts who comprise the review subgroup, at least thirty (30) days in advance of the next meeting of the Committee, which will consider it in plenary session. 

Article 22. Length and Format of Country Reports. 
The Committee shall consider and approve the structure of country reports in accordance with the modalities approved for each round. All country reports shall have the same structure.  They must be concise and no more than 20 pages in length. 

Article 23. Consideration and Adoption of Country Reports. 
For the consideration and adoption of country reports, the following procedures shall be followed 

a. All of the experts shall have access to the questionnaire responses and comments submitted by the States Parties.

b. The review subgroups shall examine the revised version of the corresponding preliminary reports and prepare the draft country reports, which the assigned expert shall submit to the plenary of the Committee for its consideration.

c. The plenary of the Committee may make any changes it considers necessary to the draft country reports, which shall contain the conclusions and recommendations deemed to be pertinent.

d. The Secretariat shall correct the draft country reports in the manner agreed upon by the Committee and present them for approval.

e. Once the country reports are approved, they shall be sent to the competent national authority and the corresponding Permanent Mission.  The States Parties may submit additional observations within the time allowed by the Committee.  

	General recommendations
	Article  69  –  General  recommendations
GREVIO may  adopt,  where  appropriate,  general recommendations  on  the  implementation  of  this  Convention.
	ESTATUTE OF THE Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention
Article 8. Operations

8.2. Final report:

a. After reviewing the reports of all the states parties in each round, the Committee shall issue a final report with the corresponding recommendations; this report shall include the observations of each state party that has been reviewed and shall be submitted to the Conference and, once published, to the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM.

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE Committee of Experts of the Mechanism
Title III. MULTILATERAL EVALUATION PROCEDURE
Article 24. Final Report. 
Upon conclusion of a complete evaluation round, the Committee shall adopt a final report, which shall include the country reports and observations of the States Parties.  Likewise, it shall include an overall and comprehensive review (hemispheric report) that identifies strengths and weaknesses in implementation of the Convention.

The hemispheric report shall contain, among other things, the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee based on the country reports, to strengthen hemispheric cooperation in implementing the Convention, especially the provisions considered in said round.

The Coordinator of the Committee shall present the final report to the Conference. Subsequently it shall be made public and submitted to the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM and the OAS General Assembly.

	Parliamentary  involvement  in  monitoring
	Article  70  –  Parliamentary  involvement  in  monitoring
1    National  parliaments  shall  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  monitoring  of  the  measures  taken  for  the  implementation  of  this Convention. 

2    Parties  shall  submit  the  reports  of  GREVIO  to  their  national  parliaments.  

3    The  Parliamentary  Assembly  of  the  Council  of  Europe  shall  be  invited  to  regularly  take  stock  of  the  implementation  of  this  convention.
	ESTATUTE OF THE Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention
Article 8. Operations

8.3. Follow-up of recommendations:

a.
The Committee shall determine the necessary means to follow up on fulfillment of the recommendations made in the final report on each state party.
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE Committee of Experts of the Mechanism 

Title IV. FOLLOW-UP
Article 25. Follow-Up. 

Follow up on implementation of recommendations shall be carried out in the calendar year following approval of the country reports.

The MESECVI Secretariat shall send each State Party the form approved by the Committee for follow-up on implementation of recommendations to countries in order for them to describe progress in implementation of such recommendations on the date set by the Committee, in accordance with the provisions of Article 7.o of these Rules.

The replies of countries shall include specific measures adopted to move forward in the implementation of each recommendation.  Countries may indicate their needs for technical or other assistance related to the implementation of recommendations. 

The Secretariat shall compile the replies in a preliminary document, which will be used by the Committee to prepare its draft report on implementation of recommendations, in accordance with the provisions of Article 7.o of these Rules.

The draft report on implementation of recommendations shall be submitted to the Conference for approval and, following its publication, shall be referred to the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM and the OAS General Assembly.
Article 26. Reports in the framework of Plenary Meetings of the Committee. 
At the beginning of each Committee meeting each of the States Parties may present, in writing, information on the measures it has adopted between the previous meeting and the present one aimed at making progress in implementing the Convention.  The Secretariat shall always include this issue in the draft agenda for each Committee meeting.

	
	Appendix  –  Privileges  and  immunities  (Article  66)
	

	
	1. This  appendix  shall  apply  to  the  members  of  GREVIO  mentioned  in  Article  66  of  the  Convention,  as  well  as  to  other  members  of  the  country  visit  delegations.  For  the  purpose  of  this  appendix,  the  term  “other  members  of  the  country  visit  delegations”  shall  include  the  independent  national  experts  and  the  specialists  mentioned  in  Article  68,  paragraph  9,  of  the  Convention,  staff  members  of  the  Council  of  Europe  and  interpreters  employed  by  the  Council  of  Europe  accompanying  GREVIO  during  its  county  visits.  

2. The  members  of  GREVIO  and  the  other  members  of  the  country  visit  delegations  shall,  while  exercising  their  functions  relating  to  the  preparation  and  the  carrying  out  of  country  visits,  as  well  as  the  follow‐up  thereto,  and  travelling  in  connection  with  those  functions,  enjoy  the  following  privileges  and  immunities:  

a. immunity  from  personal  arrest  or  detention  and  from  seizure  of  their  personal  baggage,  and  immunity  from  legal  process  of  every  kind  in  respect  of  words  spoken  or  written  and  all  acts  performed  by  them  in  their  official  capacity;  

b. exemption  from  any  restrictions  on  their  freedom  of  movement  on  exit  from  and  return  to  their  country  of  residence,  and  entry  into  and  exit  from  the  country  in  which  they  exercise  their  functions,  and  from  alien  registration  in  the  country  which  they  are  visiting  or  through  which  they  are  passing  in  the  exercise  of  their  functions. 
3. In  the  course  of  journeys  undertaken  in  the  exercise  of  their  functions,  the  members  of  GREVIO  and  the  other  members  of  the  country  visit  delegations  shall,  in  the  matter  of  customs  and  exchange  control,  be  accorded  the  same  facilities  as  those  accorded  to  representatives  of  foreign  governments  on  temporary  official  duty.  

4. The  documents  relating  to  the  evaluation  of  the  implementation  of  the  Convention  carried  by  members  of  GREVIO  and  other  members  of  the  country  visit  delegations  shall  be  inviolable  insofar  as  they  concern  the  activity  of  GREVIO.  No  stoppage  or  censorship  shall  be  applied  to  the  official  correspondence  of  GREVIO  or  to  official  communications  of  members  o  GREVIO  and  other  members  of  the  country  visit  delegations.  

5. In  order  to  secure  for  the  members  of  GREVIO  and  the  other  members  of  the  country  visit  delegations  complete  freedom  of  speech  and  complete  independence  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  the  immunity  from  legal  process  in  respect  of  words  spoken  or  written  and  all  acts  done  by  them  in  discharging  their  duties  shll  continue  to  be  accorded,  notwithstanding  that  the  persons  concerned  are  no  longer  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  such  duties

6. Privileges  and  immunities  are  granted  to  the  persons  mentioned  in  paragraph  1  of  this  appendix  in  order  to  safeguard  the  independent  exercise  of  their  functions  in  the  interests  of  GREVIO  and  not  for  their  personal  benefit.  The  waiver  of  immunities  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  paragraph  1  of  this  appendix  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  General  of  the  Council  of  Europe  in  any  case  where,  in  his  or  her  opinion,  the  immunity  would  impede  the  course  of  justice  and  where  it  can  be  waived  without  prejudice  to  the  interests  of  GREVIO.
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