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AGREEMENTS OF THE SIXTH CONFERENCE OF STATE PARTIES TO THE

Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI)

The State Parties to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, Belém do Pará Convention, gathered at the Sixth Conference of State Parties to the MESECVI, on October 15 and 16, 2015, in Lima, Peru. 

RECALLING that in order to ensure the effective implementation of the provisions of the Convention, the First Conference of State Parties was held on October 26, 2004 at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS), where the “Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Belém do Pará Convention” was adopted (MESECVI);

CONSIDERING the importance of the MESECVI as a tool that contributes to the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention, respecting the diversity of the countries of the region;

REITERATING that the commitment to strengthen the MESECVI is one of the priorities on which the Conference of State Parties has focused;

BEARING IN MIND that at the Third Conference of the State Parties held in March 24 and 25h, 2011 in Antigua, Guatemala, the State Parties agreed to generate different formulas for strengthening the MESECVI, in particular the Committee of Experts (CEVI), with a view to strengthen the implementation measures of the Convention in light of the recommendations of the CEVI;
 CONVINCED that strengthening the MESECVI requires the support of the State Parties in terms of human and/or financial resources, and in this sense the need to find funding alternatives that would allow the Mechanism to function adequately;
REAFFIRMING the need to foster mechanisms for cooperation and the exchange of information and good practices among the State Parties to the Convention, especially between Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as States that are not party to the Convention, and therefore the need for Permanent Observers to the OAS and other entities to address the issue of violence against women at the sub-regional, regional and international levels;

REITERATING the importance for dialogue between the Competent National Authorities and the CEVI to exchange experiences on progress and obstacles in matters relating to the strengthening, implementation, and dissemination of the Belém do Pará Convention and the institutional framework of both bodies, with a view to strengthening the MESECVI and positioning it as a regional and universal benchmark;
/ 
RECOGNIZING the commitment of the State Parties to strengthen the MESECVI, as shown among other things, through the appointment of 28 experts thus far to join the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI;
RECOGNIZING the commitment and contributions of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) to the State Parties through its reports, recommendations, declarations, and other tools for the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention; 
CONSIDERING, the importance of including the follow-up of the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention on issues such as: prevention and treatment of sexual violence and adolescent pregnancy, as well as the link between them; sexually transmitted infections (STI) and  HIV/AIDS; political violence and/or harassment against women; education free of stereotypes; guaranteed access to justice for women victims of violence; prevention of social and institutional tolerance of gender-based violence; 
RECOGNIZING that the Belém do Pará Convention has been translated into 24 languages, as appropriate: Spanish,  French,  English,  Portuguese,  Aymara,  Guaraní,  Dutch,  Haitian Creole, Greek, Italian, Mam del Soconusco, Maya, Eastern Mazahua, Mexicano from Guerrero, Upper Eastern Mixteco, Náhuatl from Huasteca, Náhuatl from Northeast Puebla Sierra, Otomí of the Mezquital Valley, Purépecha, Tarahumara from the North, Tseltal, Tsotsil,  Zapoteco of the Coastal Plains, Quechua, and has been adapted to the JAW system, which allows access to the visually impaired;
CONSIDERING the approval on October 15, 2015, of the Declaration on Political Violence and/or Harassment against Women, on the Tenth Anniversary of the MESECVI;
TAKING NOTE of the approval by the Committee of Experts on August 15, 2008, of the Declaration on Femicide, and recognizing the efforts made by the State Parties that have included this concept in their national legislation;
REITERATING the importance of dialogue between the MESECVI and women’s organizations and movements and the organizations defending women’s human rights;
THANKING the governments of Mexico and Nicaragua for their financial support provided to MESECVI during 2015.

AGREE TO:
1. Reaffirm the commitment of the States to strengthen the MESECVI and the importance of the exchange of best practices, and challenges in the implementation of the “Belém do Pará Convention” among all State Parties, promoting in particular synergies for the exchange of experiences between Latin-American and the Caribbean, for the 11 years since establishing its Follow-up Mechanism;
2. Continue guaranteeing the proper compliance with the Belém do Pará Convention, taking into account the reports, recommendations and declarations of its Follow-up Mechanism, as appropriate;

3. Continue supporting the dissemination of the Belém do Pará Convention and the MESECVI publications, promoting a diversity approach through the translation of its texts into the many languages, as appropriate, that are used throughout the Americas and through the appropriate media to facilitate dissemination to persons with disabilities; 

4. Promote within the framework of the Mechanism’s follow-up work, the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention on the following issues: (a) prevention and care of sexual violence and adolescent pregnancy, as well as the link between them; (b) STI and HIV/AIDS c) political violence and harassment against women; (c) education free from stereotypes; (d) access to justice; and, (e) social and institutional tolerance of gender-based violence; 

5. Promote and strengthen public policies aimed at providing comprehensive care to girls and adolescents who have been victims of sexual violence, guaranteeing their specialized treatment;

6. Request the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to make headway on the project “Strengthening the Institutional Capacities of States and Political Parties to Respond to Political Violence and/or Harassment against Women”, which entails, among others, the drafting of a reference document for the State Parties to promote legislation on this issue, where appropriate;

7. Request the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to prepare a report addressed to the President of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI on the adoption of the Declaration on Political Violence and Harassment against Women, on October 15, in Lima, and present its content; 
8. Request the Technical Secretariat, in consultation with the Secretariat on Legal Affairs of the OAS and other bodies of the Inter-American System and with the States Parties, to prepare a draft for a Comprehensive Model Law to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate the Gender-related Killings of Women (Femicide/Feminicide), so that it may serve as a support or base for countries that do not yet have a law and may consider creating or updating the legislation required to combat this scourge, and present a report thereof during the next Conference of State Parties;
9. Request the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to develop technical assistance mechanisms, tools for exchange and training to bolster the national capacity of countries that may so request in the topic of indicators of gender-based violence, and to accomplish the effective implementation of the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.10/14), as appropriate; 
10. Take note of the initiation of the Third Multilateral Evaluation Round Table on the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention and request the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to carry out the dialogue between the bodies of the MESECVI, regarding the “Progress Indicators for Measuring the Inter-American Convention for the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women – Belém do Pará Convention”;

11. Request the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to prepare a guidelines project to regulate the virtual participation of the Committee of Experts in accordance with the statutory regulations, which shall be submitted to the Committee for its consideration in the following meeting and subsequently reported in the following Conference of State Parties;
12. Invite State Parties to provide, as appropriate, the information regarding the “Progress Indicators for Measuring the Inter-American Convention for the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women – Belém do Pará Convention”, and request  the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI to incorporate the observations and contributions made by the State Parties;
13. Urge the State Parties that have not done so, to appoint principal and alternate Expert in keeping with the rules established in the Statute of the Mechanism, in order to strengthen the Mechanism, in particular the Committee of Experts;
14. Continue holding regular dialogues between the Competent National Authorities and the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI on the progress and challenges regarding the  strengthening, implementation and dissemination of the Belém do Pará Convention; 
15. Continue promoting, with the support of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI, the cooperation and exchange of best practices and information between the Mechanism and other entities that address violence against women at the sub-regional, regional and international levels, as well as all multilateral organisms that include authorities addressing gender and women-related issues;

16. Continue supporting the cooperation and exchange between institutions of the judicial system regarding the processes of justice administration, with the support of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI, when requested, in order to continue introducing the women’s rights, gender equality, and non-discrimination approaches and considering the inter-cultural dimension, in accordance with the stipulations of the CEDAW and the Belém do Pará Convention;

17. Urge and remind perodically to the State Parties that have not done so, to make voluntary contributions regularly, to the extent of their possibilities, in order to ensure compliance with the tasks of the Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism and, in an extraordinary way, to guarantee the participation of the Experts in the CEVI meetings; 
18. Request the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to support State Parties, when requested, to obtain funding from partners for the joint celebration of national projects, and invite those State Parties requesting technical assistance, to finance the associated costs, to the extent possible; 
19. Reiterate the request of the Secretary General, within the framework of available resources, to give priority to the allocation of the required human, technical and financial resources for the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to optimize its work as Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI;
20. Invite the States that are not party to the Convention and the Permanent Observers to the OAS to consider contributing financial and human resources to strengthen the work of the Mechanism;
21. Continue motivating and encouraging the participation of the civil society and other social actors in the activities of the MESECVI, within the framework of Article 10.2 of its Statute, taking into consideration the “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)];

22. Request the Chair of this Conference of the State Parties to present a report to the Secretary General of the OAS and the Permanent Council of the OAS on the adoption, on October 15, 2015, in Lima, of the Declaration of Political Violence and Harassment against Women, and present its content;
23. Request the Chair of this Conference to present a Report on the Seventh Conference of State Parties, based on the periodical follow-up and information of the CEVI and the Technical Secretariat, as appropriate, regarding the adopted measures and the progress made in the implementation of these agreements; 
24. Acknowledge the support of the Government and the people of Peru in hosting the Sixth Conference of the State Parties and welcome the invitation of the Government of Panama to host the Seventh Conference of State Parties, to be held in Panama City, Panama, in 2017.
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�.	Guidelines for holding dialogues between the Competent National Authorities (CNA) and the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI, [MESECVI/I-CE/doc.6/14]





