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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTY TO THE 
BELÉM DO PARÁ CONVENTION
(Point 5 a) of the Agenda)

The President of the Conference of States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention and Costa Rican Minister of Women’s Affairs, Alejandra Mora Mora, presents this report to the VI Conference of States Party on the work done pursuant to agreement 19 of the Fifth Conference of States Party. That agreement requests that the President present a report to the Sixth Conference of States Party, based on the follow-up and periodic reports of the CEVI and the Technical Secretariat, as appropriate, with respect to the measures adopted and progress made in the implementation of these agreements. All of the documents and background referred to herein are published on the website of the CIM, under MESECVI. 
I. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENTS OF THE V CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTY AND FIRST EXTRAORDINARY CONFERENCE 
Technical Assistance: 

As established in the first agreement of the Fifth Conference, the States Party seek to promote, through technical cooperation with the national mechanisms for the advancement of women and other State bodies, the adoption of protocols to guarantee access to justice for women victims of violence and to improve the State response to gender-based violence. 
In addition, the ninth agreement of that document asks the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to generate tools for exchange, training and technical assistance
 with the States Party that so request, for the effective implementation of the “Progress indicators to measure the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention” (MESECVI/CEVI/doc.188 /13 rev.1), and invite the States Parties to provide relevant information, taking advantage of the potential for exchange with the other States that have made progress on the issue, in order for the mechanism to have a broad perspective on the efforts made by the States Parties. Similarly, the seventh agreement of the First Extraordinary Conference asks the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to propose, to the States that so request, tools for exchange, training and technical assistance
 for the effective implementation of the “Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI,” document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.10/14. 
Based on the above, the following activities were conducted: 

·  “Gender and Justice” Seminar in Puebla, Mexico: In order to promote technical cooperation processes for the States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention, the MESECVI, in coordination with the Women’s Affairs Office of the Supreme Court of Argentina, held the “Gender and Justice” Seminar for members of the Superior Court of Justice of the State of Puebla, Mexico, from June 22 to July 3, 2015. At this event, 55 judges and 30 court clerks received training on how to include a gender perspective in their decisions in accordance with the Belém do Pará Convention.
· 2015 International Seminar on Best Practices of the Women’s Justice Centers - Oaxaca de Juárez, Mexico: This seminar was held on September 2-3, 2015, and was organized by the National Commission to Prevent and Eradicate Violence against Women (CONAVIM) and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), through the program PROJUSTICIA. The priority issue in this initiative was gender equity, and it focused on building public policies that will facilitate access to tools for the pursuit of justice. The event brought together directors, coordinators, and individuals responsible for the 25 existing Women’s Justice Centers in 17 states of the Mexican Republic. They addressed issues including progress, challenges, and difficulties in the execution of the service model, assistance, and protection of the Women’s Justice Centers. In addition, they studies projects for the economic empowerment of women and shared their international experience in the implementation of successful practices and models in the field. The meeting was attended by the National Commissioner for the Prevention and Eradication of Violence against Women, Alejandra Negrete Morayta; the Director of PROJUSTICIA, USAID Mexico, Josefina Coutiño; Justice José Luis Ríos Cruz of the First Civil Division of the State Superior Court of Justice, the personal representative of the Chief Justice of the Superior Court of Justice and the State Council of the Judiciary, Alfredo Rodrigo Lagunas Rivera; and the Technical Secretary of the Follow-Up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI), Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, among other authorities and experts. 
· Workshops on the System of Progress Indicators to Measure the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention: In the ninth agreement of the Fifth Conference, the Technical Secretariat is asked to generate tools for exchange, training and technical assistance.
 Under the umbrella of the project of “Strengthening the Capacity of the States Party to Implement the Belém do Pará Convention,” and with the support of the Government of Canada, the Technical Secretariat, the respective competent national authority, the expert from each country, and civil society organizations assembled by the mechanisms for the advancement of women, held several workshops on the System of Progress Indicators to Measure the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention. The initial phase was held in Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Paraguay, and Peru. It bears noting that representatives from Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago participated in the workshop held in Grenada. 
In keeping with Article 10 of the Statute of the MESECVI, which provides that the States Party must establish mechanisms to facilitate cooperation and technical assistance for the exchange of information, experiences, and best practices with the aim of giving effect to the Convention, and agreement nine of the First Extraordinary Conference of the States Party, the workshops sought to create a dialogue between the competent national authorities and the Mechanism’s experts, uniting the main actors involved in the use of the system and its inclusion in national planning processes, programs, and reports on human rights and violence against women, bringing together: the  national mechanisms for the advancement of women, the Ministries of Justice, Health, Education, and other relevant ministries, the National Statistics Office, Forensic Medicine, Prosecutors’ Offices, the Judiciary, the National Planning and Budget Office, other public entities, women’s movements and feminist organizations, experts, and other relevant civil society actors and key partners in the international sphere. 
Reflection meetings:


As established in the second agreement of the Fifth Conference, the States Party seek to foster activities to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Belém do Pará Convention at the national, regional and sub-regional level that contribute to the “Reflection Process for strengthening the MESECVI.” In this context, the President has encouraged the work of the Technical Secretariat, in collaboration with the respective entities, to organize and participate in different activities designed to accomplish these objectives.
· Belém do Pará +20 Hemispheric Forum “The Belém do Pará Convention and the prevention of violence against women: Best practices and proposals for the future”: The head and alternate delegates of the CIM and the experts from CEVI met in the city of Pachuca, Hidalgo, Mexico, on May 15, 2014 for the Belém do Pará +20 Hemispheric Forum to address the issues of prevention of violence against women, best practices, and proposals for the future, in addition to the Third Regular Session of the Executive Committee of the CIM.
· Seminar on Access to Justice for Women Victims of Gender-Based Violence: To commemorate the 20 year anniversary of the Belém do Pará Convention, on December 2, 2014, the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic of Argentina and the MESECVI held this seminar in Buenos Aires. It involved the in-depth examination of the progress made with respect to gender-based violence in the international human rights protection systems; international impact litigation and its application at the domestic level; best practices in the investigations of cases with a gender perspective, and best practices in the defense of cases with a gender perspective, among other topics. Participants in the seminar included Ambassador Eduardo Zuain, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Religion, Argentina; Alejandra Magdalena Gils Carbó, Attorney General of Argentina; Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the Follow-Up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI), and Stella Maris Martínez, Ombudsperson of Argentina, among others.
· Day of Reflection “20 Years of Belém do Pará”: To commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Belém do Pará Convention, the Argentine Foreign Ministry held this meeting on December 4, 2014, in Buenos Aires. Participants in the initiative included Ambassador Eduardo Zuain, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Religion; Minister María Julia Rodríguez, Women’s Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Religion; Mariana Gras, President of the National Council of Women; Congresswoman Giovanna Martelli, Member of Parliament and Advisor to the President of the Italian Council on Equal Opportunities; Natalia de la Paz Álvarez Yáñez of SERNAM/Chile’s Program on Violence against Women; Flor de María Díaz Chalarca, President of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI; Susana  Chiarotti, Argentine Expert before the MESECVI; Cynthia Ottaviano, Ombudsperson of the People; Claudia Giaccone, Member of Parliament, and Natalia Gherardi, Executive Director of the Latin American Gender Justice Team (ELA), among other senior officials. 
Appointments to the CNA and CEVI: 

The third agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party encouraged the States Party who had not yet done so to designate their principal and alternate experts in accordance with the Statute of the Mechanism, with the objective of strengthening the function of the Committee of Experts. To this end, the States were urged to make those appointments, according to each State’s abilities. In addition, in the first agreement of the First Extraordinary Conference, the States Party that had not yet done so were invited to appoint principal and alternate experts in accordance with the provisions of the Statute of the Mechanism. 

On this point, the President underscores that during 2014 and 2015 7 competent national authorities and a total of 11 experts were appointed, for a total of 26 CNA and 30 Experts. It bears noting that this is the largest number of appointments in the history of the MESECVI. 

International Cooperation and Exchange: 

The fourth agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party and the tenth agreement of the First Extraordinary Conference propose the continued promotion, with the support of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI, of cooperation and the exchange of best practices and information between the Mechanism and other entities that address violence against women at the sub-regional, regional, and international levels. In addition, those documents seek to reaffirm the States’ commitment to strengthening the MESECVI and the importance of sharing the progress, best practices, and challenges 20 years after the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará).
Based on the above, the following activities were conducted:  

· Round Table: “Political violence against women. A hemispheric challenge”: In view of International Women's Day, the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) held this round table discussion on Wednesday, February 25, 2015, to raise the profile of this issue on the hemispheric agenda and explore effective measures that guarantee the full exercise of the political rights of women in the region. 
The event brought together representatives from the Permanent Missions to the OAS, observer countries, members of the diplomatic community, experts on the issue of gender and human rights, women’s organizations, and governmental agencies, as well as academics and members of the international community. The event was opened by then-Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza; CEP President and Costa Rican Minister of Women’s Affairs, Alejandra Mora; OAS Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Adam Blackwell; Interim Representative of Canada to the OAS, Jennifer Loten; and Uruguayan and Argentine experts before the MESECVI, Diana González and Susana Chiarotti, among other authorities and experts.
The round table included discussion panels in which well-known women leaders from Peru, Bolivia, Mexico, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Ecuador shared their experiences with political violence. 

· Fifty-Ninth Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women: Representatives of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI, led by MESECVI legal advisor Eva Villarreal, attended the session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). The event was held in New York from March 9-20, 2015 for purposes of following up on the progress and challenges in the area of women’s rights since the issuance of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 20 years ago. 
· VIII Conference on Feminicide / Femicide, the Bi-Regional Dialogue on Gender Issues between the European Union (EU) and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC): The Technical Secretary of the MESECVI, Luz Patricia Mejía, took part as a panelist in this conference, which was held on June 1-2, 2015. On that occasion, the Technical Secretary presented the System of Progress Indicators to Measure the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention. In addition, she invited the States to devise indicators, both qualitative and quantitative, to measure the impact of the public policies implemented to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women, including femicide, based on the international agreements. The Conference reviewed aspects related to the duty of due diligence that States have with respect to violence against women within the framework of the relevant regional conventions, the Convention of Belém do Pará and the Istanbul Convention. They also discussed the strategies and initiatives that the States have developed to address violence against women and eradicate femicide. Finally, the Statement of the VIII Conference on Femicide / Feminicide was disseminated.

· Dialogue on Violence, Health, and Sexual and Reproductive Rights in Washington, DC: On June 19, 2015, CIM and MESECVI, together with other international organizations, held this meeting on the relationships between violence against women, health, and sexual and reproductive rights, with a view to advancing the guarantee and protection of women’s rights. Using the Declaration on Violence against Women, Girls, and Adolescents and their Sexual and Reproductive Rights of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI as its basis, the event initiated a hemispheric dialogue on the importance of positioning this issue as a priority on the political agenda of the States. The dialogue was inaugurated by the Secretary General of the OAS, Luis Almagro; the Chief Program Officer of the Center for Reproductive Rights (CRR), Karen Hanrahan; the Deputy Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Francisco Becerra Posada, and Ambassador Jean-Claude Nolla, Permanent Observer of France before the OAS, among other authorities.
The first panel, on gender-based violence and reproductive rights, was moderated by Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the MESECVI, and participants included Caroline Bettinger-López, White House Advisor on Violence against Women; Gilda Rivera, Executive Coordinator of the Center for Women’s Rights in Honduras; Diana González, Principal Expert from Uruguay before the MESECVI, and Alessandra Guedes, PAHO/WHO Advisor on Intra-Family Violence. The central theme of the second panel was public health and reproductive rights. This forum was moderated by Mónica Arango, Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean at the Center for Reproductive Rights. Members of the panel included Professor Leonel Briozzo of the University of the Republic (Uruguay), a regional expert on women’s health and sexual and reproductive rights; Javier Vásquez, PAHO/WHO Advisor on Human Rights and Law, and Ana Cristina González, regional expert on health and human rights and Lead Doctor at Global Doctors for Choice (Colombia). 

· XVI International Meeting on Gender Statistics: “Statistical challenges toward the implementation of the Post-2015 Development Agenda”: The Technical Secretary of the MESECVI took part in the International Meeting on Gender Statistics held in Aguascalientes, Mexico on September 9, 10, and 11, 2015. It was an opportunity to reflect on how to adopt and adapt the Sustainable Development Goals to the needs, priorities, and possibilities of the region’s countries, and to the availability of data and their levels of disaggregation. It also created an opportunity to discuss options for strengthening the methodologies used in the production and use of information, as well as the development of gender indicators related to human rights and the progress of women and girls in areas such as poverty; access to productive, financial, and technological assets; unpaid care work; statistics on violence against women and girls, and the participation of women in decision-making, among others. 
Participants in the meeting included Lorena Cruz, President of the National Institute for Women (INMUJERES); Luiza Carvalho, UN Women Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean; María Nieves Rico, Director of ECLAC's Gender Affairs Division (DAG); Félix Vélez, Vice-President of the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI); among other authorities and experts. 
· International Congress on “Vulnerabilities, Victims, and Survival”: The President presided over this congress, which was held on September 23-25, 2015 in San José, Costa Rica. The initiative was organized by the Supreme Court, through the Office of International Affairs and Cooperation, and was co-sponsored by the School of Law at the University of Costa Rica, the Costa Rican Bar Association, INAMU, and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation. It was intended to be an inter- and multidisciplinary forum for the discussion of victims’ issues and how to approach the different angles of victimization, understood as a process that affects society as a whole. 
The congress assembled national and international experts who, for three days, analyzed socioeconomic and cultural vulnerabilities, vulnerabilities in governance and the rule of law, environmental vulnerabilities, and those caused by the technology gap. In addition to the participation of the President, the initiative was attended by Cecilia Sánchez Romero, Minister of Justice and Peace in Costa Rica; Ana Helena Chacón, Second Vice President of the Republic of Costa Rica; Zarela Villanueva Monge, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; Marcela Lagarte, a leading figure in Latin American feminism, and Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the MESECVI, among other experts and academics. 

Inter-institutional cooperation meetings:

The fifth agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party seeks to foster international cooperation for the exchange of ideas and experiences, as well as the execution of programs designed to protect women victims of violence as those set within the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Council of Europe and the MESECVI, in order to strengthen alliances with the Council of Europe, sharing its inputs for the future entry into force of the Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). 
The Technical Secretariat met with representatives from different organizations at the Fifty-Ninth Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, held in New York from March 9-20, 2015. Those meetings were: 
· Council of Europe: The meeting was held with Marja Ruotanen and Liri Kopaci-Di Michele. They followed up on CSW58, and on the monitoring indicators.

· International Juvenile Justice Observatory (IJJO): The IJJO was represented by Cristina Goñi at this meeting. The topics addressed were the BdP/OECD Social Institutions and Gender Index follow-up indicators, and upcoming meetings. 
· International Planned Parenthood Federation/Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF/WHR): This meeting was held with Maria Antonieta Alcalde. The main issues were the Declaration on Sexual Violence and Sexual and Reproductive Rights, dissemination strategies, and the legislative advocacy project.
· European Women Lobby. EWL Observatory on Violence against Women: The meeting was conducted with Joanna Pierrette Pape. The topics were the follow-up indicators and the draft indicators on Access to Justice. 

· Emakunde: With Noemi Gonzalo-Bilbao and Emakunde Director Izaskun Landaida. The discussion was on issues related to strengthening CIM and MESECVI, indicators, and legislative advocacy.  
· Center for Reproductive Rights: The meeting was held with Paula Avila-Guillén. The topics addressed were the Declaration on Sexual Violence and Sexual and Reproductive Rights, dissemination strategies and a legislative advocacy project. OAS General Assembly side event. Project of the CRR and the French Embassy.  

In addition, within the framework of the invitation to the Technical Secretariat to take part in the VIII Conference on Femicide/Feminicide that was held in Brussels on June 1-2, the Technical Secretary met with strategic partners from June 1-5, 2015, at different inter-governmental institutions, such as the European Parliament, European Commission, and European External Action Service, as well as the European Union-Latin American Programme for Social Cohesion. She also met with the Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs in Stockholm, and Germany’s Heinrich Boll and Friedrich Ebert Foundations. 

The meetings had three main objectives:

1. MESECVI presentation: operation and objectives;

2. Information exchange on results of the MESECVI in recent years;

3. Establishment of inter-institutional cooperation mechanisms in upcoming projects to be developed and in the projects currently underway.

Funding of the MESECVI:

At both the Fifth Conference and the First Extraordinary Conference, it was agreed to urge Member States and Permanent Observers to the OAS consider as a matter of priority, to increase contribution to financial and human resources necessary to strengthen the work of the Mechanism in order to address the situation of violence against women. In addition, at the First Extraordinary Conference the States Party were urged to contribute funds, according to their abilities, to help finance the participation of the experts in CEVI meetings on an extraordinary basis.


 It bears noting that the eighth agreement of the Fifth Conference proposes encouraging the Secretary General of the OAS, as a matter of priority, to consider allocating the human, technical and financial resources necessary for the optimal operation of the Technical Secretariat and the Mechanism, including the identification of sources of external funds and the hosting of a donors meeting, as well as to identify sources of external funds such as international and regional financial institutions, national government bodies and others in order to finance the activities necessary to the optimal operation of the Mechanism and its Technical Secretariat and in accordance with Article 11 of the Statute of the MESECVI. In addition, the fourth agreement of the First Extraordinary Conference urges the States Party to contribute funds, according to their abilities, to help finance the participation of the experts in CEVI meetings on an extraordinary basis.

At this time, the MESECVI has very limited resources with which to fully carry out its multiple mandates and to accomplish its aim of being a hemispheric authority on the prevention, punishment, and elimination of violence against women. In fact, during 2015, the MESECVI received contributions from Mexico and Nicaragua. 
In this regard, the President insists that it is fundamental for the States to make efforts to strengthen the MESECVI and guarantee its operation. In addition, to this end, the President reports that the Technical Secretariat will present a summary of the Mechanism’s current financial position. 
Promotion of the participation of civil society organizations:

The President has maintained throughout this term, the participation of civil society is fundamental to the effective implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention. This is consistent with the tenth agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party and the eleventh agreement of the First Extraordinary Conference, where the States Party are invited to continue fostering and motivating the participation of civil society and other actors in the activities of the MESECVI. In addition, as requested in the twelfth agreement of the Fifth Conference, the participation of civil society and other actors is encouraged in accordance with the “Guidelines for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities” [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)].  
Accordingly, in coordination with the Technical Secretariat and the respective competent national authorities, the President convened the following meetings with representatives from different civil society organizations: Colombia (January 28, 2015), Chile (April 16, 2015), and Peru (April 22, 2015). The objectives of those meetings were: i) to present the Mechanism and its workings; ii) to debate, exchange opinions, and analyze the situation of the human rights of women in Colombia, focused on issues of violence; iii) to provide information on potential means of participation in relation to the Mechanism; iv) to present the “Guide for the Interpretation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará).”
Dissemination of the Belém do Pará Convention: 

According to the eleventh agreement of the Fifth Conference, the States Party seek to strengthen coordination with the corresponding authorities in order to promote the work of the Mechanism at the regional and national levels, and request that the Technical Secretariat broaden its dissemination through the MESECVI webpage and other methods of communication. 
In addition, within the framework of the MESECVI Strategic Plan, which includes the objective of raising awareness in society as a whole with respect to violence against women, as well as promoting the Belém do Pará Convention, the following dissemination activities were conducted: 

a) Virtual Seminar "The Use of the Belém do Pará Convention to improve access to justice”: This session was held via webinar on March 6, 2015, and presented the resources that the MESECVI offers to strengthen the work of the organizations and institutions that work on access to justice, placing special emphasis on the Guide for the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention. Later, model court decisions and standards for deciding cases in a manner consistent with the Convention were presented. This virtual seminar had more than 300 registered participants. It sought in particular to raise awareness among legal practitioners in the Americas, including judges, as well as organizations that work to eradicate violence against women. 

b) Virtual Seminar “Violence and sexual and reproductive rights”: This webinar was held on April 23, 2015. Information was presented on the relationship between violence against women and their sexual and reproductive rights. Additional presentations included a map depicting the laws of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, the recommendations of the Committee of Experts on the decriminalization of abortion, and the Committee’s statement on this matter. More than 600 participants registered for this virtual seminar.
c) Web Portal of the Belém do Pará Convention: As a result of the “Hemispheric Seminar Women’s Human Rights: Best Practices in Gender Justice” held in the city of Buenos Aires, Argentina from September 25-27, 2013, organized by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) together with the Women’s Affairs Office, the Domestic Violence Office and the Access to Justice Office of the Supreme Court of Argentina (CSJN), the web portal of the Belém do Pará Convention
 was developed with the objective of sharing and disseminating information on all of the issues related to the Convention, including the Follow-Up Mechanism (MESECVI), best practices for eradicating violence against women, reports, publications, news, events, etc. 
The platform, in addition to incorporating all of the issues related to the Convention, has two forums for information sharing among the different actors. One of them seeks to share best practices and initiatives from the region generated by state organizations, civil society, or other public entities of interest to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women. In addition, for purposes of disseminating the information obtained by the MESECVI in the Evaluation and Follow-up rounds, the platform has a forum for monitoring the progress and challenges of the States Party in relation to the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention. 
d) Distribution of Materials: The MESECVI Strategic Plan for 2014-2017 seeks to strengthen the capacity of the education systems for the development of program and curricular content on the Belém do Pará Convention in order to provide an inter-sectoral response to the problems of violence against women. In addition, the document encourages the dissemination of information on the situation of violence against women in the region, bearing in mind—among other things—the situations of vulnerability mentioned in Article 9 of the Convention.
In this regard, the Strategic Plan also seeks to promote agreements with universities, film and other art schools, in order to have them include the issue of violence against women in their workshops, performances, competitions, and other activities where it could be used as a central theme of the creative process, to create opportunities for dissemination and awareness, with multiplier effects. The purpose of this is to raise awareness and consciousness of the situation of violence against women and the promotion of the Belém do Pará Convention.
Accordingly, in order to meet those objectives, the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI sent materials to more than 70 universities in the United States, such as the practical guide for the application of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará) (MESECVI, 2014)
 and the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (MESECVI, 2014).
 
e) Continuing education: The CIM, through the MESECVI and in cooperation with the Supreme Court of Mexico, the Supreme Court of Argentina, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and the Latin American Council of Social Sciences (CLACSO), launched the Advanced Diploma Course in Justice, Gender, and Violence, on September 8, 2014. The diploma course is geared toward legal practitioners in Latin America, including judicial officials, public defenders, forensic medicine personnel, human rights defenders, and other professionals interested in receiving training on gender justice. The course provides the basic knowledge and the practical and analytical tools necessary for the effective protection of the human rights of women, based on the constitutional, regional, and international obligations of the States.  
The coordination and teaching of the program are under the responsibility of: Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the MESECVI; Mónica Maccise Duayhe, Head of the Gender Equality Unit of the Supreme Court of Mexico; Adriana Ortega Ortiz, Director of Gender Equality at the Supreme Court of Mexico; Judge Fernando Ramírez, member of Criminal Trial Court No. 9 of the Federal Capital, Argentina; Flora Acselrad, Head of the Women’s Affairs Office of the Supreme Court of Argentina; Gabriela Pastorino, Women’s Affairs Office of the Supreme Court of Argentina; Alba Carosio, Research Coordinator at the Rómulo Gallegos Cultural Center and Professor at the Central University of Venezuela; Carmen Rosa Villa Quintana, Regional Representative of the Regional Office for Central America. United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights; and Magdalena Valdivieso, Diploma Course Coordinator and Educational Advisor to the MESECVI.
Strengthening of the MESECVI:

First Extraordinary Conference of States Party to the Follow-Up Mechanism:
The twelfth agreement of the Fifth Conference urged the creation of a Working Group for the strengthening of the MESECVI so that the recommendations that correspond to the Conference could be considered and passed prior to the extraordinary meeting. Later, in the fifth agreement of the First Extraordinary Conference, the parties agreed to adopt the following documents and request that the Technical Secretary of the MESECVI and the bodies of the MESECVI take them into account for the effective operation of the Mechanism:

a) MESECVI Strategic Plan, document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.4/14; This Plan is developed bearing in mind the significance of the following points:

· To strengthen the institutional culture of the MESECVI, workshops on indicators were held, as well as reflection meetings and international exchange and cooperation meetings, which were developed in this document. 
· Technical assistance workshops were held to strengthen the technical capacities of the national mechanisms for the advancement of women, which were explained in this report.  

· In terms of providing an inter-sectoral response to the problems of violence against women, seminars, dialogues, technical assistance, and publications have been developed, as described in this report. 
· In order to raise awareness in society as a whole with respect to this issue, as well as to promote the Belém do Pará Convention, online conferences were developed, the Belém do Pará web portal was designed, and material was distributed at educational institutions. 
b) Guidelines for holding dialogues between the competent national authorities (CNA) and the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI, document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.6/14. With the objective of sharing experiences on the progress and obstacles found by the CNA and the CEVI regarding relevant issues concerning the strengthening, enforcement, and dissemination of the Belém do Pará Convention, on October 15, 2015, a dialogue was undertaken between the CNA and the Committee of Experts in which various issues were explored in depth, such as the international responses to violence against women; building bridges for the implementation of the Convention in Latin America and the Caribbean; a regional overview of structural violence against women, focusing especially on access to justice, social and institutional tolerance of gender-based violence, femicide, and other issues, and violence and the political harassment of women. 
The conclusions from this dialogue will be published on the MESECVI’s website. 
c) Under the auspices of the Government of Peru, the procedures and criteria were implemented for the use of funds earmarked for the extraordinary funding of the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-Up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará), document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.5/14.rev2. Accordingly, the following experts were funded:  
· Julieta Paredes Carvajal, Expert from Bolivia

· Leila Linhares Barsted, Expert from Brazil
· Tatiana Rein Venegas, Expert from Chile

· Gloria Camacho Zambrano, Expert from Ecuador 

· Francine Foster, Expert from Grenada 

· Barbara Bailey, Expert from Jamaica 

· Lidia Gimenez, Expert from Paraguay

· Miselle O'Brien-Norton, Expert from Saint Kitts and Nevis

· Miriam Roache, Expert from St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

· Rinette Djokarto, Expert from Suriname 

· Diana Gonzalez Perrett, Expert from Uruguay

d) Recommendations on tools to promote the broad participation of the experts in CEVI meetings, document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.8/14.rev2. The President encourages the countries to alternate, offering their venues and logistical assistance for both CEVI and CEP meetings. 
The principal objectives of the First Extraordinary Conference were: to take note of the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI during the follow-up phase, with which the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round would officially conclude; and to consider the approval of various documents prepared by the Working Group on the strengthening of the MESECVI established at the Fifth Conference of the States Party. It bears noting that the Second Report has already been published and is available at this meeting.  
� In accordance with Art. 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI


� In accordance with Art. 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI


� In accordance with Art. 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://eu.boell.org/sites/default/files/uploads/2015/06/declaration_eng.pdf" ��http://eu.boell.org/sites/default/files/uploads/2015/06/declaration_eng.pdf�


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.belemdopara.org" �www.belemdopara.org� 


� Document available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/BdP-GuiaAplicacion-Web-EN.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/BdP-GuiaAplicacion-Web-EN.pdf�


� Document available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/CEEP1-Doc10-EN.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/CEEP1-Doc10-EN.pdf�
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