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REPORT ON THE FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM TO THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION
ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN “BELÉM DO PARÁ CONVENTION”


The Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its capacity as Technical Secretariat for the Follow-up Mechanism to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women (MESECVI), hereby presents to the Sixth Conference of States Party its report on the efforts made since the First Special Conference held in Mexico City on October 23–24, 2014. All of the documents and background referred to herein may be found on the CIM’s website under MESECVI.
I. BACKGROUND
1.1.
Creation of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention
The CIM, in an effort to fulfill the mandates arising from resolutions CIM/RES. 224/02 (XXXI-O/02), AG/RES. 1942 (XXXIII-O/03), and CIM/REMIM-II/RES. 6/04, undertook actions to develop a Draft Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women (Belém do Pará Convention). The CIM Executive Secretariat prepared a working document with a draft follow-up mechanism and conducted prior consultations with the OAS member states and specialized international organizations and civil society groups. 


Carrying on with the process initiated in 2002, a meeting of government experts was convened in June 2004; these experts met on July 20–21, 2004 to examine the draft mechanism and make recommendations to the states party to the Convention. By the conclusion of their meeting, the experts had fulfilled the OAS General Assembly mandate contained in AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04) and asked the meeting rapporteur to submit the Draft Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI) to the Conference of States Party for adoption.


In fulfillment of the General Assembly mandate, the Secretary General of the OAS convened a Conference of States Party on October 26, 2004, during which the “Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Belém do Pará Convention” (MESECVI) was adopted. 

With this action, the states party expressed their political will to have an agreed upon and independent system for monitoring and evaluating implementation of the Convention to which they would submit [information on] the progress made in fulfillment thereof, and from which they would agree to accept and implement recommendations.

1.2.
Characteristics of the MESECVI

The MESECVI was developed as a means to follow up on the commitments taken on by the states party to the Belém do Pará Convention, help advance the achievement of the objectives established therein, and facilitate technical cooperation among the states party, as well as with other OAS member states and permanent observers. It is based on the principles of sovereignty, non-intervention, and juridical equality of the states as established under the OAS Charter and must respect the principles of impartiality and objectivity in its operation in order to ensure fair implementation and equal treatment among the states party. 

The MESECVI consists of two bodies: The Conference of States Party, which is a political body comprised of representatives of the states party, and the Committee of Experts (hereinafter, CEVI), a technical body made up of specialists in the areas covered under the Convention. Even though the experts are appointed by the governments, they exercise their functions in a personal capacity and independently. The Competent National Authorities (hereinafter, CNAs) serve as a liaison between the states party and the MESECVI Secretariat. The role of MESECVI Secretariat, both for the Conference and for the Committee of Experts, is played by the Executive Secretariat of the CIM, which is also home to the MESECVI.


The Multilateral Evaluation Round consists of two phases: An initial evaluation phase and a follow-up phase. During the evaluation phase, each state party’s Competent National Authority (CNA) responds to a questionnaire adopted by the CEVI. Based on these responses, the CEVI prepares preliminary reports that are subsequently forwarded to the CNAs for their comments. The Committee then re-examines and adopts the final country reports and the Hemispheric Report. The former contain recommendations for the states party, while the latter contains general recommendations for better implementation of the Convention. Lastly, these reports are submitted to the Conference of States Party to the MESECVI for adoption and publication. 

II. OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY MANDATES

The forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) was held on June 15-16, 2015 in Washington, DC. Because no resolutions were considered at that time, the resolution adopted during the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS, held June 3–5, 2014 in Asuncion, Paraguay, remains in force: AG/RES. 2832 (XLIV-O/14) “Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Belém do Pará Convention.” This resolution aims to strengthen the work of the MESECVI to ensure the effective exercise of the right of women to a life free from violence in accordance with the Belém do Pará Convention.


The MESECVI annual report
/ was prepared and presented to the General Committee of the OAS Permanent Council in Washington, DC on April 16, 2015 during a General Assembly preparatory meeting. 
In fulfillment of the mandates emanating from the Resolution, the MESECVI calls on the states party to the Convention to:

a. Implement the recommendations of the MESECVI to encourage full compliance with the Belém do Pará Convention;

b. Foster coordination among the bodies responsible for implementing public policy on prevention, punishment, and assistance in cases of violence against women, and civil society organizations involved in the issue at the national, regional, and international level;

c. Promote, through technical cooperation with the National Machineries for the Advancement of Women and other state bodies, the adoption of protocols to ensure access to justice for women victims of violence;
/
d. Make voluntary contributions to the MESECVI Specific Fund in order to furnish the Mechanism with the necessary human and financial resources to ensure its full, stable, and effective operation;

e. Establish or support mechanisms that facilitate technical assistance and cooperation at the national, regional, and international level for the exchange of information, experiences, and best practices in implementing the Convention, in keeping with Articles 1(1)(c) and 10(4) of the MESECVI Statute;

f. Appoint their Competent National Authorities and experts to the Mechanism if they have not already done so; and
g. Support the participation of their Competent National Authorities and experts in the MESECVI process to ensure its ongoing and effective operation.

Thus far, the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI has also been:

a. Identifying new and emerging areas to be included in the draft questionnaire for the Evaluation Rounds of the MESECVI, in accordance with Article 7(b) of the Rules of Procedure of the CEVI and within the available financial resources;

b. Providing advice to the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States and its respective organs on specific and relevant aspects of the situation of violence against women in the states party; and
c. Continuing to promote cooperation and exchange of best practices and information between the MESECVI and other entities that address violence against women at the sub-regional, regional and international level.

III. PROGRESS MADE IN THE SECOND MULTILATERAL EVALUATION ROUND (2013/2015)
A. First Special Conference of States Party to the Follow-up Mechanism
The First Special Conference of States Party to the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Belém do Pará Convention” (MESECVI), was held on October 23–24, 2014, in Mexico City.

The Secretary General of the OAS convened a meeting of all of the states party to the Convention via a letter dated June 30, 2014. Members of the diplomatic corps, judicial and legislative authorities, specialized international bodies and non-governmental organizations that work to eliminate violence against women also took part.

The following were the main objectives of the conference: To take note of the Second Follow-up Report to the Recommendations made by the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI during the follow-up phase, thereby marking the official conclusion of the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round, and to consider the adoption of various documents prepared by the Working Group for the Strengthening of the MESECVI that was established during the Fifth Conference of States Party to the Convention. 


Pursuant to Article 10 of the Conference’s Rules of Procedure, two preparatory meetings were held—the first in Pachuca, Hidalgo (Mexico), on May 16, and the second in Washington, DC, on October 17, 2014; the Competent National Authorities and the Permanent Missions of the states party both took part in the two meetings. The first meeting focused on the draft Guidelines for carrying out dialogues between the CNAs and the CEVI, the Strategic Plan of the MESECVI (2014-2017), and the procedure and criteria for the use of specific funds to finance the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI; and an agreement was reached to submit them to the First Special Conference for consideration. The second meeting focused on consideration of the draft items on the agenda; the Calendar of activities; Recommendations on tools for promoting the broad participation of the experts in CEVI meetings; and the Agreements from the First Special Conference of the States Party to the MESECVI.  

All of the meeting documents were posted by the Secretariat and are available at the following site: http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/conferenceofstatesparty.asp.
Agreements of the Special Conference

During the Special Conference, the documents submitted by the Working Group for the Strengthening of the MESECVI, presented by Ecuador’s Alternate Representative, Ms. Marisol Nieto, were put to the consideration of the Competent National Authorities in attendance. The following documents were considered: 

· “Guidelines for carrying out dialogues between the Competent National Authorities (CNA) and the CEVI” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.6/14). The MESECVI Technical Secretariat explained the document’s details and objectives. The document was adopted without changes; 
· “Strategic Plan of the MESECVI (2014-2017)” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.4/14). The note suggested by the delegate from Nicaragua during the Working Group discussions was included. The Secretariat took note and incorporated it into a revised version of the document that was then distributed to the states;

· “Procedure and criteria for the use of funds allocated for the special financing of the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (CEVI)” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.5/14). The discussions focused on the need to ensure greater efforts to secure available resources and funds to finance the meetings and the participation of experts. The comments were incorporated into a revised version of the document that was distributed to the states and then adopted;

· “Recommendations on the tools to promote broad participation of the experts in CEVI meetings” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.8/14). The Mechanism’s Technical Secretariat explained the details and objectives of the document and it was adopted;

· Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.10/14). The document was approved for publication; 

· Lastly, the document “Agreements of the First Special Conference of States Party to the MESECVI,” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.11/14) was adopted. This document contains all of the agreements reached by the Competent National Authorities in the framework of the Special Conference.

B. Twelfth Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI

The Twelfth Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI was held on October 13–14, 2015 in Lima, Peru. In attendance at the meeting’s opening session were Marcela Patricia María Huaita Alegre, Minister of Women and Vulnerable Populations; Ana María Sanchez, Chancellor of the Republic of Peru; Pablo Zúñiga, Representative of the OAS Peru; Flor de María Díaz, President of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI; and Luz Patricia Mejía, Technical Secretary of the MESECVI. 

Pursuant to Article 27 c) of the CEVI’s Rules of Procedure, the meeting included a dialogue with civil society organizations, the main topics of which were sexual violence, teen pregnancy, symbolic violence, etc. Civil society organizations such as Flora Tristán, Demus, Casa de la Mujer and Promsex participated in the discussion. While the representatives of these organizations were sharing their comments, the experts had the opportunity to ask questions and share observations with them.


Afterwards, they moved on to adoption of the draft agenda and the draft organization of work. A panel on “Preventing Gender Violence” was then held and included three presentations, to wit: “Social and Institutional Tolerance of Gender Violence,” given by Flor María Díaz Chalarca, Expert from Colombia; “Education on Stereotypes,” by Barbara Bailey, Expert from Jamaica; and “New Masculinities,” by Leila Linhares, Expert from Brazil. To wrap up day one, a panel entitled “Challenges in the Implementation of CEVI’s Recommendations in Latin America and the Caribbean” was held and included the participation of Miselle O’Brien, Expert from Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Silvia Loli, Expert from Peru.

The second day of the meeting began with a presentation by Flor de María Díaz—President of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI—in connection with the Report on the Activities of the President of the CEVI. Next, MESECVI’s Technical Secretary, Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, presented the Report on the Activities of the MESECVI Technical Secretariat as well as the 2016 annual work program. A general debate about the implementation of the Second Evaluation Round ensued, during which there was in-depth discussion about the publicizing and dissemination of the Follow-up Reports; procedures for requesting and processing the issuance of letters and recommendations; thematic reports; progress made in legislation to protect against gender violence (comprehensive laws); justice indicators in the region; sexual violence; and teen pregnancy. 
Thereafter, there was a discussion about making adjustments to the legal framework, wherein the quorum, technical assistance visits, participation of civil society organizations (CSO) registered with the OAS and amicus curiae were reviewed. Then, Marta Martínez, a specialist from the CIM, along with Susana Chiarotti and Diana González Perret, gave a presentation on the project “Political Violence against Women.” Lastly, the election of the CEVI officers (President and Vice President), other business, and adoption of the agreements from the Twelfth Meeting of the CEVI were discussed. 

During this meeting, the experts analyzed the conclusion of the Second Evaluation Round and the beginning of the Third Multilateral Evaluation Round, scheduled for October, 2015. 
IV. INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING OF THE MESECVI 

A. Appointment of the CNAs and of the CEVI

In accordance with the provisions of the third agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party and of the first agreement of the First Conference of States Party, states party that have not yet done so are urged to designate experts— principal and/or alternate—pursuant to the norms established in the MESECVI Statute so as to enhance the functioning of the Committee of Experts. 
In 2014 and 2015, seven Competent National Authorities and 11 experts were appointed, for an overall total of 26 CNAs and 30 experts. It warrants mention that this is the largest number of appointments in the history of the MESECVI. 

The Competent National Authorities appointed in 2014 and 2015, specifically through October 2015, were: 
· Antigua and Barbuda, August 20, 2014: Valarie Williams, Executive Director of Gender Affairs, Directorate of Gender Affairs 

· Chile, April 10, 2014: Claudia Pascual Grau, Minister Director of the National Women’s Service 

· Colombia, August 27, 2015: Martha Ordoñez, Presidential Advisor for Women’s Equality 

· Costa Rica, June 17, 2014: Alejandra Mora Mora, Minister on the Status of Women
· Haiti, May 15, 2015: Yves Rose M. Morquette, Minister for the Status of Women and Women’s Rights
· Peru, July 22, 2015: Ana María Mendieta, Vice Minister of Women and Vulnerable Populations 
· Venezuela, September 18, 2015: Gladys Requena, People’s Power Minister for Women and Gender Equity 
The following are the appointments made by the states to the CEVI between 2014 and 2015, specifically through October 2015: 
· Bolivia, July 2, 2014: Julieta Paredes Carvajal 
· Chile, December 12, 2014: Tatiana Rein 

· Costa Rica, September 12, 2014: Sylvia Mesa Peluffo 

· Ecuador, May 15, 2015: Gloria Camacho

· Guatemala, September 5, 2014: María Elisa Sandoval Argueta

· Mexico, October 21, 2014: María del Carmen Alanís 

· Panama, October 5, 2015: Urania Atenea Ungo

· Peru, July 22, 2015: Silvia Loli Espinoza

· Suriname, March 6, 2015: Rinette Djokarto

· Trinidad and Tobago, February19, 2015: Gaietry Pargass

· Venezuela, May 28, 2014: María Hernández Royett 
Even though a total of 30 experts may have been designated through October 2015, the experts from Antigua and Barbuda (April 7, 2015), Guyana (September 8, 2015), and Trinidad and Tobago (September 17, 2015) have notified the Technical Secretary that, for different reasons, they will no longer be acting as representatives to the CEVI. 

B. Publications
Pursuant to the sixth agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party and to the second agreement of the First Conference of States Party, states are urged to reaffirm their commitment to strengthening the MESECVI, and the importance of disseminating the progress, best practices, and challenges after 20 years of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Belém do Pará Convention” and 10 years after the establishment of its Follow-up Mechanism. 
· Practical guide for implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Belém do Pará Convention¨ (MESECVI, 2014): 
/ The objective of this guide is to help states better understand their obligations from the standpoint of the complementary nature of the Belém do Pará Convention vis-à-vis other human rights instruments, and prioritize the fulfillment of these obligations in efforts to prevent, address, punish, and eradicate violence against women. The guide seeks to serve as a tool to enhance the understanding, interpretation, and implementation of the Convention; 
· Second Follow-up Report to the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (MESECVI, 2014):
/ This report analyzes how the states party have implemented the 42 recommendations issued by the Committee of Experts in the Second Hemispheric Report on Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention (2012), in addition to the progress and the challenges they are facing in ensuring its full implementation. Nineteen states
/ took part in this process, providing official information and often putting together data that had previously not been systematized;
· Declaration on Violence against Women, Girls, and Adolescents and their Sexual and Reproductive Rights (MESECVI, 2014):
/ The Committee of Experts of the MESECVI adopted this Declaration in an effort to better guarantee and protect the sexual and reproductive rights of women in the region, particularly in situations of violence, which are part of the catalogue of human rights that are protected and defended by the universal and inter-American human rights systems; 
· Practical guide for use of the System of progress indicators for measuring the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI, 2015):
/ This guide is designed to offer support for use of the System of progress indicators of the MESECVI within the countries of the region. The analysis matrix, which was developed based on qualitative progress indicators and signals, makes it possible to measure compliance with the obligations contained in the Belém do Pará Convention and other normative frameworks. The guide also seeks to facilitate use of the indicators by each of the states party to the Convention in their planning processes, budgets, and monitoring/evaluation. 
C. Workshops on the System of Progress Indicators for Measuring the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention
The ninth agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party calls on the MESECVI Technical Secretariat to create tools for exchange, training, and technical assistance
/ with the states party that so request them for effective implementation of the “Progress indicators for measuring implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Belém do Pará Convention," (MESECVI/CEVI/doc.188 /13 rev.1) and to invite the states party to furnish data relative thereto, taking advantage of potential exchange opportunities with states that have made progress in this area so that the Mechanism may have a broad vision of all the efforts made by the states. 
In this same regard, the seventh agreement of the First Conference of States Party calls on the MESECVI Technical Secretariat to propose to the states that request them, tools for exchange, training, and technical assistance
/ in order to achieve the effective implementation of the “Second Follow-up Report on the Implementation of the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.10/14). The ninth agreement of the First Conference of States Party likewise seeks to establish a dialogue among the entities of the MESECVI with regard to measurement indicators for the preparation of Hemispheric Reports and requests that the Technical Secretariat formulate technical assistance systems to enhance national capacities in terms of indicators on gender violence, pursuant to the provisions of item 2.1 of the Strategic Plan of the MESECVI (2014-2017).
Based on the foregoing and in the framework of the project, “Strengthening the Capacity of States Party to Implement the Belém do Pará Convention,” and with the support of the Government of Canada, the System of Indicators for Measuring Progress in the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention was developed and adopted. The purpose of this initiative was to provide support to the states party to the Convention for monitoring and evaluating implementation of the Convention and its real impact on the capacity of women to exercise their right to a life free from violence.  

Once the “System of indicators” had been adopted, the Technical Secretariat, together with the corresponding Competent National Authority, each country’s expert, and civil society organizations brought together by the National Machineries for the Advancement of Women, conducted a series of training workshops on how to use the system. The first set of workshops was held in Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Paraguay, and Peru. It is worth noting that the workshop held in Grenada was attended by representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago. 

In fulfillment of the provisions of Article 10 of the MESECVI Statute, which indicates that states party must establish mechanisms to facilitate cooperation and technical assistance for the sharing of information, experiences, and best practices in order to implement the Convention, and of agreement nine of the First Special Conference of the States Party, the workshops sought to foster dialogue between the Competent National Authorities and the Mechanism’s experts by bringing together the main actors involved in using the system and the incorporation thereof into national processes for developing plans, programs, and reports about human rights and violence against women, to wit: National Machineries for the Advancement of Women, Ministries of Justice, Health, Education, and other relevant ministries, national statistics offices, experts in forensic medicine, prosecutors offices, the judiciary, national planning/budget offices, other government agencies, women’s movements/organizations, feminists, experts, and other civil society stakeholders and key global partners.

The outcome report
/ from the workshops describes how in each of the gatherings, theoretical information was provided and combined with practical exercises that included a review of the modules into which the System of progress indicators is organized. The same document describes how particular local characteristics were taken into account in order to deepen the analysis of specific concerns and how this was done with the participation of expert institutions and individuals. Additionally, in preparing the workshops for each of the countries in the region, the follow-up reports from the Second Evaluation Round submitted to the MESECVI were taken into account; these were the reports that had already incorporated progress indicators as data requirements. In this regard, a group exercise based on a critical assessment and review of the data available in each country was proposed, as was the way to present and prepare the follow-up report (among other reasons, because of the level of participation and inter-institutional cooperation it requires, its geographical scope, etc.) in such a way as to lead to an examination of possible adjustments that could be honed over time.

The outcomes report
/notes that for the workshops to be successful, having partnerships and coordination between the CIM/MESECVI and the National Machineries for the Advancement of Women and/or their counterparts in each of the countries that hosted the event was key and offered additional support from staff from the local counterparts for logistics and registration at each workshop. Senior officials from the counterpart institutions attended the workshops’ opening and closing sessions and were accompanied by other national authorities and/or international experts, representatives from the Canadian embassy, and representatives from the local country offices of the OAS. This strong show of commitment to the workshops will help to ensure long-lasting outcomes from the dissemination efforts.

	Date
	Location
	Facilitators
	No. of attendees

	November 3-4, 2014
	Asuncion, Paraguay
	Luz Patricia Mejía 

Laura Pautassi
	41 (36 women and 5 men)

	November 20-21, 2014
	Quito, Ecuador
	Luz Patricia Mejía 

Laura Pautassi
	34 (27 women and 7 men)

	December 1, 2014
	Buenos Aires, Argentina
	Luz Patricia Mejía 

Laura Pautassi

Natalia Gherardi
	36 (34 women and 2 men)

	January 26-27, 2015
	Bogota, Colombia
	Luz Patricia Mejía 

Natalia Gherardi
	43 (39 women and 4 men)

	February 17-18, 2015
	San Salvador, El Salvador
	Eva Villarreal

Laura Pautassi
	57 (55 women and 2 men)

	February 19-20, 2015
	Guatemala City, Guatemala
	Luz Patricia Mejía 

Laura Pautassi

Eva Villareal
	60 (57 women and 3 men)

	March 24-25, 2015
	St. George’s, Grenada

(Sub-regional workshop)
	Eva Villarreal

Natalia Gherardi
	42 (36 women and 6 men)

	April 15-16, 2015
	Santiago, Chile
	Luz Patricia Mejía

Natalia Gherardi
	56 (52 women and 4 men)

	April 23-24, 2015
	Lima, Peru
	Eva Villarreal

Laura Pautassi
	35(33 women and 2 men)


Counterparts for the organization of workshops on the System of Progress Indicators
/ 
	Place
	Counterpart

	Paraguay
	Ministerio de la Mujer

	Ecuador
	Consejo Nacional para la Igualdad de Género

	Argentina
	Dirección de la Mujer, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto

	Colombia
	Consejería Presidencial para la Equidad de la Mujer

	Guatemala
	Secretaría Presidencial de la Mujer

	El Salvador
	Instituto Salvadoreño para el Desarrollo de la Mujer (ISDEMU)

	Grenada 

(Sub-regional workshop)
	The Division of Gender and Family Affairs in the Ministry of Social Development and Housing, Grenada

	Chile
	Servicio Nacional de la Mujer (SERNAM)

	Peru
	Ministerio de la Mujer y Poblaciones Vulnerables


The aforementioned outcome report details how the dynamic of the workshops focused first on the presentation of panels with senior officials (sector ministers and/or their representatives), ambassadors from Canada, local OAS representatives, and the MESECVI Technical Secretariat. Thereafter, the achievements made and pending challenges after 20 years of implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention were presented by the MESECVI Technical Secretariat, followed by a presentation by the national expert on violence and representative to CEVI of each of the host countries. 

Following the panels, work on the indicators began. The main facilitators first gave a brief presentation that provided attendees with a description of the salient features of the system, as well as its potential and challenges. Next, the participants divided into working groups and began to work on the exercise proposed by the facilitators. Each group worked by module, analyzing the five indicators: Legislation, National Plans, Access to Justice, Information and Statistics, and Diversity.
After the collective examination of the modules, a debriefing of the group work was done wherein the assessments made were shared, available sources of data not included in the country reports examined were identified, specific proposals and observations were made regarding the indicators, and discussion amongst the different groups was encouraged. 
Upon concluding the work on the five modules, a summary of the exercise and the main conclusions thereof were presented in order to stimulate discussion and the sharing of information on the institutional conditions and state capacity needed to develop and strengthen the system of indicators to measure progress in the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention. In most cases, it was at this point that local counterparts (or whoever they had chosen) were invited to present and coordinate the debrief. 

Additionally, the “Guide to the application of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women (Belém do Pará Convention)” was presented in each workshop. This tool seeks to help with understanding the Convention and prioritizing fulfillment of the obligations contained therein with respect to how to address violence against women. In this regard, the Technical Secretariat received input for validation of the guide, as well as from the data sheets from the workshops held in Paraguay, Argentina, Ecuador, and Colombia. Officials from ECLAC were also involved in the validation of the guide. 
Lastly, it should be noted that following the workshops, new indicators to measure progress in the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention were released. We must thus emphasize that the document on Agreements from the First Special Conference invites the states that have not yet done so to periodically furnish information related to “Progress Indicators for Measuring the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Belém do Pará Convention),” (MESECVI/CEVI/doc.188/13 rev.1). States should make the most of the opportunity to engage in potential exchanges with other states that have made progress in this area such that the MESECVI may have a broad view of all the efforts made by the states. In this regard, we hereby report that on June 5, 2015, Trinidad and Tobago, submitted its responses to the CEVI questionnaire, and therefore could not be included in the Second Follow-up Report.
D. Promoting the Involvement of Civil Society Organizations 
Pursuant to the tenth agreement from the Fifth Conference of States Party and the eleventh agreement of the First Special Conference, participation by civil society and other social actors in MESECVI activities should continually be encouraged.
Furthermore, agreement number eleven from the aforementioned document proposes continued encouragement of the participation of civil society and other social actors in MESECVI activities, in the framework of Article 10(2) of its Statute, bearing in mind the “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” (CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)).
The Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI, in coordination with the corresponding Competent National Authorities, organized three meetings with civil society organizations: Colombia (January 28, 2015); Chile (April 16, 2015); and Peru (April 22, 2015). The objectives were to: (i) Present the Mechanism and explain how it operates; (ii) discuss, share opinions about, and analyze the status of women’s human rights in Colombia, focusing on matters of violence; (iii) provide information on potential mechanisms for participating in and engaging with the MESECVI; (iv) present the “Guide for the implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women.”
E. Inter-institutional Cooperation Meetings 
The fifth agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party seeks to foster international cooperation for the exchange of ideas and experiences, as well as the execution of programs designed to protect women victims of violence, such as those established within the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Council of Europe and the MESECVI, in order to strengthen partnerships with the Council of Europe by providing inputs for the future entry into force of the Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention). 
In the framework of the fifty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), held in New York from March 9 to 20, 2015, representatives from the Technical Secretariat met with representatives of different organizations, to wit: 
· Council of Europe: A meeting was held with Marja Ruotanen and Liri Kopaci-Di Michele. During the meeting follow-up was done on the CSW58 and monitoring indicators.

· International Juvenile Justice Observatory (IJJO): Cristina Goñi attended the meeting, during which the BdP/OECD Social Institutions & Gender Index indicators and upcoming meetings were discussed. 

· International Planned Parenthood Federation/Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF/WHR): The meeting was held with Maria Antonieta Alcalde. Discussion mainly revolved around the Declaration on sexual violence and sexual and reproductive rights, dissemination strategies, and the legal advocacy project. 

· European Women Lobby. EWL Observatory on Violence against Women: The meeting was held with Joanna Pierrette Pape. The topics discussed included follow-up indicators and draft indicators in connection with access to justice. 

· Emakunde: Together with Noemi Gonzalo-Bilbao and the Director of Emakunde, Izaskun Landaida, they delved into matters having to do with strengthening the CIM and the MESECVI, indicators, and legal advocacy.
· Center for Reproductive Rights: This meeting was held with Paula Avila-Guillén and the topics discussed included the Declaration on sexual violence and sexual and reproductive rights, dissemination strategies and legal advocacy, side-event, OAS General Assembly. CRR project and French Embassy.  

In the context of the invitation extended to the Technical Secretariat to participate in the VIII Conference on Feminicide/Femicide held in Brussels on June 1–2, the Technical Secretariat met with strategic partners between June 1 and 5, 2015 from different inter-governmental institutions such as the European Parliament, the European Commission, and the European External Action Service, the European Union Programme for Social Cohesion in Latin America, as well as with the Swedish Foreign Ministry in Stockholm and the German Foundations, Heinrich Boll and Fredrich Ebert. 

The meetings had three main objectives:

1. To present the MESECVI: Operation and objectives
2. Sharing of information in connection with the outcomes from the recent years of the MESECVI
3. Establishment of inter-institutional cooperation mechanisms both for future projects and for those already underway.

F. Technical Assistance
The ninth agreement of the Fifth Conference of States Party requests that the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI create exchange, training, and technical assistance tools
/ for the states party that request them for the effective implementation of the “Progress indicators for measuring the implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Belém do Pará Convention" (MESECVI/CEVI/doc.188 /13 rev.1), and that it invite the states party to provide information thereon, making the most of opportunities to engage in potential exchanges with states that have already made progress in this area so that the mechanism may have a broad vision of all efforts made by the States. 

Seminar on “Gender and Justice” – Puebla, Mexico: For purposes of developing technical-cooperation processes for the states party to the Belém do Pará Convention, the MESECVI, in coordination with the Office on Women of the Supreme Court of Justice of Argentina, held a seminar entitled “Gender and Justice” for members of the High Court of Justice of the State of Puebla in Mexico from June 22 to July 3, 2015. The seminar provided 55 female judges and 30 clerks with training on how to incorporate a gender perspective into their judging in accordance with the Belém do Pará Convention.

International Seminar on the Best Practices of Centers for Justice for Women, 2015 – Oaxaca, Juarez, Mexico: On September 2–3, 2015, a seminar organized by the Comisión Nacional para Prevenir y Erradicar la Violencia contra las Mujeres [National Commission for the Prevention and Eradication of Violence against Women] (CONAVIM) and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), via its PROJUSTICIA program, was held. Gender equity was the seminar’s main topic and focus was placed on the development of public policies that would enable access to tools for pursuing justice. 

The seminar brought together directors, coordinators, and individuals in charge of the 25 Centers for Justice for Women (CEJUM) that exist in 17 Mexican states. They addressed topics such as progress, challenges, and difficulties in implementing the CEJUMs’ attention, assistance, and protection model. They also examined economic empowerment projects for women and shared international experiences with the implementation of successful practices and models in this area.

In attendance were the National Commissioner for the Prevention and Eradication of Violence against Women, Alejandra Negrete Morayta; the Director of PROJUSTICIA, USAID Mexico, Josefina Coutiño; Justice José Luis Ríos Cruz of the First Civil Chamber of the High Court of Justice of the State; personal representative of the Chief Justice of the High Court of Justice and of the Judicial Council of the State, Alfredo Rodrigo Lagunas Rivera; the Technical Secretary of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI), Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero; among other authorities and experts. 
V. PUBLICIZING AND RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT THE CONVENTION AND THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE mesecvi

Agreement two of the Fifth Conference of States Party calls for activities to be fostered to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Belém do Pará Convention at the national, regional, and sub-regional level that will contribute to the “Reflection Process for Strengthening the MESECVI.” In this regard, the Technical Secretariat, in coordination with other entities, has organized and taken part in different activities in order to achieve these objectives. 
A. Opportunities for reflection, raising awareness, and international exchange 

Seminar on Access to Justice for Women Victims of Gender Violence – Buenos Aires, Argentina: On December 2, 2014, the Office of the Attorney General of Argentina and the MESECVI held a seminar on Access to Justice for Women Victims of Gender Violence in which there was deep discussion on progress made in the area of gender violence in international systems for the protection of human rights; strategic international litigation and the application thereof locally; best practices for investigating cases using a gender perspective; etc. 

In attendance were Eduardo Zuain, Ambassador, Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, Argentina; Alejandra Magdalena Gils Carbó, Attorney General of Argentina; Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI); Stella Maris Martínez, Defender General of Argentina; among other attendees.
Day of Reflection: “20 Years of Belém do Pará.” For purposes of commemorating the twentieth anniversary of the Belém do Pará Convention, the Argentinian Foreign Ministry organized a day of reflection on December 4, 2014. In attendance were Ambassador Eduardo Zuain, Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship; María Julia Rodríguez, Minister, Office on Women, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship; Mariana Gras, President of the National Council of Women; Deputy Giovanna Martelli, Advisor to the President of the Italian Council on matters having to do with “equal opportunities;” Natalia de la Paz Álvarez Yáñez, Violence against Women Program, National Women’s Service (SERNAM), Chile; Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the MESECVI; Flor de María Díaz Chalarca, President of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (CEVI); Susana Chiarotti, Argentina’s expert on the CEVI; Cynthia Ottaviano, Public Defender; Deputy Claudia Giaccone; Natalia Gherardi, Executive Director of the Latin American Justice and Gender Team (ELA), among other senior authorities. 
Round Table:  Political Violence against Women:  A Hemispheric Challenge”-- Washington DC:  In the framework of International Women’s Day, on February 25, 2015, the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) organized a round table entitled “Political Violence against Women:   A Hemispheric Challenge,” with a view to drawing attention to this issue on the hemispheric agenda and exploring effective ways to guarantee the full exercise of political rights by women in the region.

The event brought together representatives from the OAS Permanent Missions, observer countries, members of the diplomatic community, experts on gender and human rights issues, women’s organizations, government agencies, and representatives from the academic world and the international community.  The event was opened by the OAS Secretary General at the time, José Miguel Insulza, and by the President of CIM and Minister of Women’s Affairs of Costa Rica, Alejandra Mora.  Other addresses were given by the Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Adam Blackwell, the Interim Representative of Canada to the OAS, Jennifer Loten, and Uruguayan and Argentine MESECVI experts Diana González and Susana Chiarotti, as well as other officials and experts.

The round table included discussion panels where experiences with political violence were shared by recognized women leaders from Peru, Bolivia, Mexico, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Ecuador. 

CSW´59 – New York: Representatives of the MESECVI Technical Secretariat, headed by Eva Villarreal, legal advisor to MESECVI, attended the Fifty-Ninth Session of the United Nations Commission on the Legal and Social Status of Women (CSW).  The event was held in New York from March 9 to 20, 2015, to follow up on progress and challenges in the area of women’s rights since the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action 20 years ago. 

Conference on Feminicide – Femicide, the bi-regional dialogue on gender between the European Union (EU) and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) – Brussels, Belgium:  The Technical Secretary of MESECVI participated as a panelist in the VIII Conference on Feminicide / Femicide, the bi-regional dialogue on gender between the European Union (EU) and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), which was held June 1 and 2, 2015.  The MESECVI Technical Secretary presented the system of progress indicators for measuring implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará at the event.  She also invited states to establish both qualitative and quantitative indicators to measure the impact of public policies implemented to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women, including femicide, on the basis of international commitments.

The conference examined aspects related to the duty of due diligence of states when confronted with acts of violence against women in the framework of related regional conventions, the Convention of Belém do Pará, and the Istanbul Convention.  It also discussed strategies and initiatives developed by states to deal with violence against women and to eradicate femicide.  Finally, it disseminated the Declaration of the VIII Conference on Feminicide / Femicide.
/
Dialogue on Violence, Health, and Sexual and Reproductive Rights – Washington DC:  On June 19, 2015, the CIM and MESECVI, together with other international organizations, held a debate on the relationship between violence against women, health, and sexual and reproductive rights, with a view to promoting the guarantee and protection of women’s rights.  Using as a basis the Declaration on Violence against Women, Girls, and Adolescents and their Sexual and Reproductive Rights of the MESECVI Committee of Experts, the event fostered a hemispheric dialogue on the importance of making this a priority item on the political agenda of states.

Speakers at the opening session included OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro, Karen Hanrahan, the head of the program of the Center for Reproductive Rights (CRR), Francisco Becerra Posada, the Assistant Director of the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), and Jean-Claude Nolla, the Ambassador of France and Permanent Observer of that country to the OAS,  among other officials.

The first panel on gender violence and reproductive rights was moderated by Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, the Technical Secretary of MESECVI, with the participation of Caroline Bettinger-López, the White House Advisor on Violence against Women, Gilda Rivera, the Executive Coordinator of the Center on Women’s Rights of Honduras, Diana González, Principal Expert from Uruguay to MESECVI, and Alessandra Guedes, the PAHO/WHO Advisor on Domestic Violence. 

The main theme of the second panel was public health and reproductive rights.  It was moderated by Mónica Arango, Regional Director of the Center for Reproductive Rights for Latin America and the Caribbean.  Participants in this panel included Leonel Briozzo, regional expert on women’s health and sexual and reproductive rights and a professor at the Universidad de la República (Uruguay), Javier Vásquez, advisor on human rights and legislation (PAHO/WHO), and Ana Cristina González, regional expert on health and human rights and the lead doctor for Global Doctors for Choice (Colombia). 

XVI International Meeting on Gender Statistics, “Statistical Challenges in Implementing the Post-2015 Development Agenda” -- Aguascalientes México:  The 16th International Meeting on  Gender Statistics was held in Aguascalientes, Mexico September 9-11, 2015.  It served as a space to reflect on how to adopt the available development goals and adapt them to the needs, priorities, and possibilities of the countries in the region, and to the available data and levels of disaggregation.  It also served as a forum to discuss the need for capacity building and strengthening methodologies for the production and use of information, and the need to design gender indicators related to human rights and the progress made by women and girls with regard to issues such as poverty, access to productive financial and technological assets, unremunerated care work, and statistics on violence against women and children, as well as participation of women in decision-making, among others. 

Participants in the meeting included the following:  Lorena Cruz,  President of the National Women’s Institute (INMUJERES);  Luiza Carvalho, UN Women Regional Director for the Americas and the Caribbean; María Nieves Rico, Director of ECLAC’s Division for Gender Affairs; Félix Vélez, Vice-President of the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI); and, Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the Follow-Up Mechanism of the Convention of Belém do Pará, among other officials and experts. 

International Congress on “Vulnerabilities, Victims, and Survival” – Costa Rica:  The Supreme Court of Justice, through the Office of International Cooperation and Relations, with the cosponsorship of the Law School of Costa Rica University, the Bar Association of Costa Rica, INAMU, and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, organized the Congress to discuss the problems of victims, their status and vulnerability.  The meeting was held on September 23, 24, and 25, 2015 in San José, Costa Rica. 

The purpose of the event was to serve as an inter- and multi-disciplinary forum for discussing the problems of victims and how to approach the various aspects of victimization, understood as a process that affects society as a whole.

The congress was attended by national and international experts who, for three days, examined socio-economic and cultural vulnerabilities, and vulnerabilities associated with governance and the rule of law, the environment, and those resulting from the technology gap.  The participants included Alejandra Mora Mora, Minister of the Status of Women and Executive President of the National Women’s Institute (INAMU), Cecilia Sánchez Romero, Minister of Justice and Peace of Costa Rica, Ana Helena Chacón, Second Vice-President of the Republic of Costa Rica,  Zarela Villanueva Monge, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Justice, Marcela Lagarde, a leading feminist of Latin America, and Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of MESECVI, among other experts and academicians. 

B. Continuing Training

The CIM, through MESECVI and in cooperation with the Mexican Supreme Court of Justice, the Argentine Supreme Court of Justice, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR), and the Latin American Council of Social Sciences (CLACSO), launched a graduate degree program in “justice, gender, and violence” on September 8, 2014.  The degree program is directed to justice operators in Latin America, including law enforcement personnel, public defenders, and forensic medical personnel, human rights defenders, and other professionals interested in gender training for the justice system.  The course includes basic information and analytical tools and practices needed for the effective protection of women’s human rights, based on the constitutional, regional, and international obligations of states.


The following persons are responsible for the coordination and teaching of the course program:  Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the Follow-Up Mechanism to the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI); Mónica Maccise Duayhe, Head of the Gender Equality Unit of the Supreme Court of Justice of Mexico; Adriana Ortega Ortiz, Director of Gender Equality of the Supreme Court of Justice of Mexico;  Fernando Ramírez, an appeals court judge and member of Criminal Court No. 9 of the Federal Capital, Argentina; Flora Acselrad, head of the Women’s Office of the Supreme Court of Justice of Argentina; Gabriela Pastorino, Women’s Office, Supreme Court of Justice of Argentina; Alba Carosio, Coordinator of Investigations of the  Rómulo Gallegos Cultural Center and Central Teaching University of Venezuela; Carmen Rosa Villa Quintana, Regional Representative, Regional Office for Central America, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights; and, Magdalena Valdivieso, Coordinator and Educational Advisor of MESECVI.

C. Dissemination of the Convention of Belém do Pará

The eleventh agreement of the Fifth Conference of the States Parties refers to the need to strengthen coordination with the corresponding authorities in order to promote the work of the Mechanism at the regional and national levels, and requests that the Technical Secretariat expand its dissemination through the MESECVI webpage and other means of communication. 

In the framework of the MESECVI Strategic Plan, designed to make society as a whole aware of violence against women and to promote the Convention of Belém do Pará, two virtual conferences were held using Webinar. 

a. Virtual Seminar on “The Use of the Convention of Belém do Pará to Improve Access to Justice”:  On March 6, 2015, this seminar was conducted, to present the resources offered by MESECVI to strengthen the work of organizations and institutions in the area of access to justice, with a special emphasis on the Guide for implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará.  Afterwards, samples of standard judicial decisions were presented to assess their conformity with the Convention.  More than 300 persons registered for this virtual seminar. 

This seminar was specifically designed to raise the awareness of justice system operators of the Americas, including judges and organizations that work to eradicate violence against women. 

b. Virtual Seminar on “Violence and sexual and reproductive rights”:  It was held on April 23, 2015.  Information on the relationship between violence against women and their sexual and reproductive rights was presented.  In addition, a map of the legislation of Latin American and Caribbean countries, the recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the Convention of Belém do Pará on the decriminalization of abortion, and the Committee’s declaration on the subject were also presented.  Over 600 persons signed up for this virtual seminar.
D. Website on the Belém do Pará Convention
As a result of the “Hemispheric Seminar on Women’s Human Rights: Good Practices in Gender Justice,” held in Buenos Aires, Argentina September 25-27, 2013, and organized by the CIM together with the Women’s Office, the Office on Domestic Violence, and the Office on Access to Justice of the Supreme Court of Justice of Argentina, the website on the Belém do Pará Convention  was developed,
/ in order to share and disseminate all matters related to the Convention, including the Follow-Up Mechanism (MESECVI), good practices in eradicating violence against women, reports, publications, news items, events, etc. 
The platform not only contains all aspects of the Convention, but there are also two spaces for sharing information with others.  One is meant to share good practices and initiatives in the region generated by government organizations, civil society, or other public entities involved in preventing, punishing, and eradicating violence against women.  In order to disseminate information obtained by MESECVI in evaluation and follow-up rounds, the platform also has a monitoring space, that shows the advances and challenges of states parties in implementing the Convention of Belém do Pará. 
E. Awareness raising videos
With the objective of raising awareness among society on violence against women and making the Convention of Belém do Pará more visible, two informative videos where made, which have been disseminated through the media of the CIM, MESECVI and OAS:

· Video on the Convention of Belém do Pará
: The video seeks to inform on the Belém do Pará Convention, its Follow-up Mechanism and the situation of women who are victims of violence in the region. 

· Video on sexual and reproductive rights
: In the framework of the publication of the Declaration on Violence against Women, Girls and Adolescents and their Sexual and Reproductive Rights (MESECVI, 2014), the Technical Secretariat organized the making of an awareness raising video on women’s sexual and reproductive rights in the region. 

F. Distribution of material
The 2014-2017 MESECVI Strategic Plan seeks to strengthen the capacity of education systems to develop programming and curricular content on the Convention of Belém do Pará, as an intersectoral response to problems of violence against women.  It is also intended to provide information on the status of violence against women in the region, in view of their situation of vulnerability referred to in Article 9 of the Convention.
Thus, the Strategic Plan will also work to promote conventions with universities and schools for film and other arts, so that they will include the issue of violence against women in their workshops, productions, events, and other activities and use it as a focal point for their creative processes.  In this way, they will help make the public more aware of and sensitive to the problem of violence against women and promote the Convention of Belém do Pará.
Hence, to achieve the proposed objectives, the MESECVI Technical Secretariat sent out material to various universities in the United States;
/ this material included the practical guide for implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, Convention of Belém do Pará, (MESECVI, 2014) 
/ and the Second Follow-Up Report on Implementation of the Recommendations of the MESECVI Committee of Experts  (MESECVI, 2014).
/ 
IV. Financing of MESECVI 

The Agreements of the Fifth Conference of States Parties and the First Special Conference urge OAS member states and permanent observers to give priority to increasing the financial and human resources needed to strengthen the Mechanism and to address the situation of violence against women.  The fourth of the Agreements of the First Special Conference urges states parties to make contributions of funds, within their capabilities, in order to provide assistance in extraordinary circumstances for the participation of experts in the CEVI meetings.  Accordingly, the fund created for MESECVI received contributions from Mexico and Nicaragua in 2015.

All OAS and CIM Assemblies have repeatedly called on governments to contribute human or financial resources to the MESECVI.  The Agreements of the First Special Conference States Parties of the MESECVI, held in Mexico City October 23-24, 2014, establish that the strengthening of the MESECVI will require support from the states parties in terms of human and/or financial resources, and that it is important for the Mechanism to be included in the Regular Fund of the OAS program budget.
The agreements established in the aforesaid document include one urging OAS member states and permanent observers to consider, as a matter of priority, increasing the financial and human resources needed to strengthen the Mechanism and to address the situation of violence against women.  The states parties are also urged to make contributions of funds, within their capabilities, in order to provide special assistance for participation of experts in CEVI meetings. 
At the present time, MESECVI has very limited resources to comply with its many mandates and fulfill its objective to lead the Hemisphere in the prevention, punishment, and elimination of violence against women.  Consequently, a large part of the efforts to strengthen MESECVI focus on mobilization of resources, both from states parties to the Convention and from other possible donors, through preparation and implementation of specific projects.

This is a longstanding situation.  As reflected in the following table, contributions to the Mechanism have always been reduced; thus the strengthening process must take into account both the stated objectives as well as the resources that will be required to implement them.  The MESECVI Financing Plan was introduced at this Conference (see Annex I). 
	Contributions to MESECVI

	Year
	Donor
	Total

	2013
	Argentina
	15,000.00

	
	France
	2,091.89

	
	Mexico
	29,453.11

	
	Nicaragua
	5,000.00

	
	Surinam
	2,000.00

	
	Trinidad and Tobago
	15,000.00

	2013 Total
	 
	68,545.00

	2014
	Argentina
	15,000.00

	
	Mexico
	34,529.59

	
	Nicaragua
	6,000.00

	2014 Total
	 
	55,529.59

	2015
	Mexico
	29,717.87

	
	Nicaragua
	6,000.00

	2015 Total
	 
	35,717.87

	Grand Total
	159,792.46


ANNEX I

FINANCING PLAN FOR THE FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM OF THE 

CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ

General objective: Devise arrangements for financing and implementing MESECVI projects with a view to strengthening the Follow-up Mechanism.
/
Specific objectives:  Perform the functions established in the MESECVI Statute, the CEP Rules of Procedure,
/ and the CEVI Rules of Procedure,
/ in addition to the periodic mandates contained in 

Resolutions of the General Assembly
/ and the mandates emanating from agreements of CEVI and CEP meetings.
/  See the attached budget.  

The Strategic Plan of the MESECVI also set certain priority lines of action for the 2014-2017 period; these were approved by the First Special Conference of the CEP (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.4/14). 

These goals are summarized as follows:

1. Institutional strengthening of MESECVI

2. Strengthening of the technical capacity of national women’s mechanisms for preventing, punishing, and eradicating violence against women

3. An intersectoral response to problems of violence against women

4. Raising awareness of the situation of violence against women and promoting the Convention of Belém do Pará.

MESECVI financing sources:

There are various sources of financing for the Mechanism, with the participation of different entities depending on their mission and specific objectives.

In accordance with Article 11 of the MESECVI Statute:  “The activities of the follow-up mechanism shall be financed by a specific fund established for this purpose, consisting of contributions from states parties to the Convention, states that are not parties to the Convention, permanent observer states, and international financial agencies, other external resources, and any other contribution it may receive in accordance with the General Standards for the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.  These contributions may include offers from states parties to organize and host meetings of the Mechanism’s organs.”  It further states that “The Conference of States Parties may establish criteria for determining regular contributions.”

Components of the financing

Component 1:  Technical equipment, preparation of documents, reports, and work materials; contribution of services during preparatory meetings; translation and dissemination of documents; and, activities of the Office of the President of the CEP and the CEVI, representing MESECVI; 

Component 2:  Meetings of the CEP and the CEVI, in accordance with their Rules of Procedure.  Guaranteeing resources for meetings and for preparation of documents in accordance with their legal instruments, and, on an exceptional basis, guaranteeing the participation of experts at meetings of CEVI;

Component 3:  Technical assistance meetings, at the request of states, and preparation of projects on specific topics of interest based on the mandates of the CEP, the CEVI, and the OAS General Assembly.

Financing Proposal:

Component 1: 

· Request the States Parties to instruct their delegates to the OAS to ensure that the annual Program-Budget of the OAS includes an allocation of US$370,000 from the OAS Regular Fund to sustain MESECVI; 

Component 2: 

· Request the States Parties to make a minimum regular annual contribution of US$6,000, to the extent of their capabilities. 

Component 3: 

· Invite the States Parties to request technical assistance to finance the costs associated with the meeting;

· Request the MESECVI Technical Secretariat to support the states parties in obtaining financing from donors for the joint implementation of national projects;

· Invite the States that are Not Parties to the Convention and the OAS permanent observers to consider contributing the financial and human resources needed to strengthen the work of the Mechanism, directed to addressing the situation of violence against women.

[image: image1.emf]MESECVI BUDGET

CONTRIBUTIONS 2015 US$

Mexico 29,717.87 $           

 Indirect Cost Recovery (ICR) (3,268.97) $            

Nicaragua 6,000.00 $             

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 32,448.90 $           

EXPENSES

I. CEVI Meeting

A. Travel (Approximated Expenses for 2 Days Meetings)

Experts Quantity US$ TOTAL

Airfare 8 800.00 $       6,400.00 $      

Expenses 8 270.00 $       6,480.00 $      

Miscellaneous  8 130.00 $       1,040.00 $      

CIM Personnel

Airfare 3 800.00 $       2,400.00 $      

Expenses 3 270.00 $       3,240.00 $      

Miscellaneous 3 130.00 $       390.00 $         

B. Interpretation - Two interpreters x language/ 4 languages* 8 550.00 $       8,800.00 $      

C. Conference Room Assistant and Control Operator 2 130.00 $       520.00 $         

D. Conference Rooms Rentals  2,000.00 $      

E. Equipment, supplies, coffee* 450.00 $         

F. Meals and Drinks (Approximately 30 Pax) 30 20.00 $         1,200.00 $      

G. Documents 6,500.00 $      

TOTAL 39,420.00 $    

II. CEP Meeting (Two)

A. Interpretation (Two interpreters x language x two days meeting) 8 550.00 $       8,800.00 $      

B. Conference Room Assistant* 1 130.00 $       260.00 $         

E. Equipment, supplies, coffee* 700.00 $         

TOTAL 9,760.00 $      

III. CEP Meeting

A. Travel (Approximated Expenses for 2 Days Meetings)

CIM Personnel

Airfare 4 800.00 $       3,200.00 $      

Expenses 4 270.00 $       4,320.00 $      

Miscellaneous  4 130.00 $       520.00 $         

B. Interpretation - Two interpreters x language/ 4 languages* 8 550.00 $       4,400.00 $      

C. Conference Room Assistant and Control Operator 2 130.00 $       520.00 $         

D. Conference Rooms Rentals  2,000.00 $      

E. Equipment, supplies, coffee* 450.00 $         

F. Meals and Drinks (Approximately 30 Pax) 30 20.00 $         1,200.00 $      

G. Documents 6,500.00 $      

TOTAL 23,110.00 $    

IV. Technical Assistance Meeting

A. Facilitators (Contract) 1 3,000.00 $    3,000.00 $      

B. Travel Facilitators (2) and CIM Personnel (1) x two days

Airfare 800.00 $       2,400.00 $      

Expenses 270.00 $       2,430.00 $      

Miscellaneous 130.00 $       390.00 $         

C. Conference Room Assistant* 1 130.00 $       260.00 $         

D. Conference Rooms Rentals  2,000.00 $      

E. Equipment, supplies, coffee* 450.00 $         

F. Meals and Drinks (Approximately 30 Pax) 20.00 $         1,200.00 $      

G. Documents 3,000.00 $      

TOTAL 15,130.00 $    

V. Document Preparation

A. Translation 3 Languages (Estimate: 20 Reports *20Pages* 500 words*$0.19 114,000.00 $  

B. Design 15,000.00 $    

C. Printing 24,000.00 $    

D. Distribution 6,000.00 $      

TOTAL 159,000.00 $  

VI. Webinars

Annual License 6,000.00 $      

VII. Annual Consulting Expenses

Yearly

Technical Equipment 203,241.00 $  

(Legal counsel, technical and administrative assistance, communication assistance)

TOTAL EXPENSES 455,661.00 $         

*Resolution CP25927E of the OAS


ANNEX II

Second Multilateral Evaluation Round (2010-2014):

Replies to the questionnaire, preliminary report, comments by Competent National Authorities [CNAs], 

final reports, and final observations on country reports adopted by CEVI

	Country
	EVALUATION
	FOLLOW-UP

	
	Reply to questionnaire
	Preliminary Report
	CNA

Comments
	Final Report
	Final CNA Comments
	Final Report

	1. Antigua and Barbuda 
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO

	2. Argentina
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	3. Bahamas
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	4. Barbados
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	5. Belize  
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	6. Bolivia 
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES

	7. Brazil
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES

	8. Chile 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	9. Colombia
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	10. Costa Rica  
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES

	11. Dominica
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	12. Ecuador
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	13. El Salvador 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	14. Grenada
/
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES

	15. Guatemala
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	16. Guyana
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO

	17. Haiti
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	18. Honduras
/
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	19. Jamaica
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	20. Mexico 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	21. Nicaragua 
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	22. Panama 
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES

	23. Paraguay 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES

	24. Peru 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	25. Dominican Republic
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	26. Saint Kitts and Nevis
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	27. Saint Lucia
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO

	28. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO

	29. Surinam
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	30. Trinidad and Tobago
/
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES

	31. Uruguay
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	32. Venezuela
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	TOTAL
	28
	28
	21
	28
	21
	20


ANNEX III
Status of designation of experts and competent national authorities 

during the 1st and 2nd Multilateral Evaluation Rounds [REM]

	COUNTRY
	EXPERTS
	NCAs

	
	1st REM 
	2nd REM (2015)
	1st REM
	2nd REM (2015)

	1. Antigua y Barbuda
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	2. Argentina
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	3. Bahamas
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	4. Barbados
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	5. Belize  
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	6. Bolivia 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	7. Brazil
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	8. Chile 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	9. Colombia
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	10. Costa Rica  
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	11. Dominica
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	12. Ecuador
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	13. El Salvador 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	14. Grenada
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES

	15. Guatemala
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	16. Guyana
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	17. Haiti
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	18. Honduras
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	19. Jamaica
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	20. Mexico 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	21. Nicaragua 
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	22. Panama 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO

	23. Paraguay 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	24. Peru 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	25. Dominican Republic
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	26. Saint Kitts and Nevis
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES

	27. Saint Lucia
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES

	28. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES

	29. Surinam
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES

	30. Trinidad and Tobago
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	31. Uruguay
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	32. Venezuela
	YES
	SI
	YES
	YES

	TOTAL
	29
	30
	28
	26


ANNEX IV

Participation in Conferences of States Parties during the 1st and 2nd Multilateral Evaluation Round
	PAÍS / COUNTRY
	1 REM
	2 REM
	

	
	I CONFERENCE

(2004)
	II CONFERENCE

(2008)
	III CONFERENCE

(2011)
	IV CONFERENCE

(2012)
	V CONFERENCE

(2013)
	I SPECIAL CONFERENCE 

(2014)
	VI CONFERENCE

(2015)

	1. Antigua y Barbuda 
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	

	2. Argentina
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	3. Bahamas
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	

	4. Barbados
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	5. Belize  
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	

	6. Bolivia 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	7. Brazil
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	8. Canada
/
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	9. Chile 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	10. Colombia
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	11. Costa Rica 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	12. Dominica
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	13. Ecuador
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	14. El Salvador 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	

	15. Grenada
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	

	16. Guatemala
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	17. Guyana
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	

	18. Haiti
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	19. Honduras
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	

	20. Jamaica
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	21. Mexico 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	22. Nicaragua 
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	23. Panama 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	24. Paraguay 
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	25. Peru 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	26. Dominican Republic 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	27. Saint Kitts and  Nevis
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	

	28. Saint Lucia
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	

	29.   Saint  Vincent and the Grenadines
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	

	30. Suriname
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	31. Trinidad y Tobago
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	32. United States
/
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	33. Uruguay
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	34. Venezuela
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	TOTAL
	26
	21
	23
	24
	23
	23
	


ANNEX V
Participation of Experts in Meetings of the Committee of Experts (2005-2013)
	Country
	1st Meeting

(2005)
	2nd
Meeting

(2006)
	3rd Meeting (2007)
	4th Meeting (2008)
	5th Meeting (2009)
	6th Meeting (2010)
	7th Meeting

(2011)
	8th Meeting

(2012)
	9th Meeting

(2012)
	10th Meeting (2013)
	11th Meeting (2014)
	12th Meeting (2015)

	Antigua and Barbuda 
	NO
	YES
	YES
	SI
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Argentina
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	Bahamas
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	

	Barbados
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	

	Belize  
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	

	Bolivia 
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Brazil
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	SI
	YES
	YES
	

	Chile 
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Colombia
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	SI
	YES
	YES
	

	Costa Rica  
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	SI
	NO
	YES
	

	Dominica
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Ecuador
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	SI
	NO
	NO
	

	El Salvador 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	SI
	YES
	YES
	

	Grenada
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	SI
	YES
	NO
	

	Guatemala
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	SI
	YES
	NO
	

	Guyana
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Haiti
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Honduras
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Jamaica
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	

	Mexico 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	

	Nicaragua 
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Panama 
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	SI
	NO
	YES
	

	Paraguay 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	SI
	YES
	YES
	

	Peru 
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	

	Dominican Republic 
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	

	Saint Kitts and Nevis
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	SI
	YES
	YES
	

	Saint Lucia
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	

	Saint Vincent and the  Grenadines
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	Surinam
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Trinidad and Tobago
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	

	Uruguay
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	

	Venezuela
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	

	TOTAL
	20
	17
	18
	15
	13
	21
	19
	8
	18
	14
	14
	


ANNEX VI

States pending appointment or official notification of experts as of September 2015

	Country
	Name

	1
	Honduras
	Pending appointment of experts (T and A)

	2
	Nicaragua
	Pending appointment of experts (T and A)


ANNEX VII

List of United States Universities that Received Material Sent by MESECVI

	University
	State

	Department of Gender Studies

University of California, Los Angeles
	California

	Department of Gender & Women Studies

University of California, Berkeley


	California

	Institute for Gender Research

Stanford University


	California

	Women Studies Program

Idaho State University


	Idaho

	Women’s Studies Faculty

University of Idaho


	Idaho

	Department of Gender and Women Studies

University of Arizona


	Arizona

	Women’s and Gender Studies

Saint Louis University


	Missouri

	Department of Women’s and Gender Studies

University of Missouri


	Missouri

	Gender Studies of the Office for Equity and Diversity

University of Utah


	Utah

	Women’s and Gender Studies Program

University of Montana


	Montana

	Gender and Women’s Program Department

University of Wyoming


	Wyoming

	Women and Gender Studies Program

University of Colorado Boulder


	Colorado

	Center for Women’s Studies and Gender Research

Colorado State University


	Colorado

	Women Studies Program

University of New Mexico


	New Mexico

	Women and Gender Studies Program

University of South Dakota


	South Dakota

	Department of Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies

University of Kansas


	Kansas

	Center for Women Studies

Wichita State University


	Kansas

	Women and Gender Studies Program

University of Oklahoma


	Oklahoma

	Center for Women’s and Gender Studies

University of Texas at Austin


	Texas

	Gender Studies Program

University of Arkansas


	Arkansas

	Women and Gender Studies Program

Arkansas State University


	Arkansas

	Women’s & Sexuality Studies Department

University of Iowa


	Iowa

	Gender, Women and Sexuality Studies Department

University of Minnesota


	Minnesota



	Department of Gender and Women’s Studies

University of Wisconsin, Madison
	Wisconsin

	Department of Gender and Women’s Studies

University of Illinois, Urbana


	Illinois

	Department of Gender & Women’s Studies

University of Kentucky


	Kentucky

	Gender and Women’s Studies Program

Western Kentucky University


	Kentucky

	Women’s and Gender Studies

Middle Tennessee State University


	Tennessee

	Women/s and Gender Studies

University of Southern Mississippi
	Mississippi

	Gender Studies Program

University of South Alabama
	Alabama

	Gender and Women’s Studies Program

Western Michigan University


	Michigan

	Center for Women Studies and Gender Research

University of Florida
	Florida

	Department of Women’s and Gender Studies

University of Southern Florida
	Florida

	Women, Gender and Sexuality Program

University of Virginia


	Virginia

	Center for Women/s and Gender Studies

West Virginia University


	West Virginia

	Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies

University of Pennsylvania


	Pennsylvania



	Department of Women’s Studies

University of Maryland


	Maryland

	Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies

Princeton University


	New Jersey

	Department of Women's and Gender Studies

Rutgers University
	New Jersey



	Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Program

Yale University


	Connecticut



	Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Program

University of Connecticut


	Connecticut

	Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on Women

Brown University


	Rhode Island



	Gender and Women’s Program

University of Rhode Island


	Rhode Island

	Studies of Women, Gender and Sexuality

Harvard University


	Massachusetts

	Women and Public Policy Program

Harvard University

Mailbox 100
	Massachusetts

	Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies Program

Boston University


	Massachusetts

	Gender, Sexuality and Feminist Studies

Middlebury College
	Vermont

	Women’s and Gender Studies Program

Dartmouth University


	New Hampshire

	Gender and Women's Studies Program

Bowdoin University
	Maine

	Department of women’s Studies

University of Hawaii- Manoa
	Hawaii

	Women’s and Gender Studies Department

University of Oregon


	Oregon

	Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies

Oregon State University


	Oregon

	Women and Gender Studies Program

Willamette University


	Oregon

	Department of Critical Culture, Gender and Race Studies

Washington State University
	Washington


�.	Annual reports:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/cim/reports.asp" �http://www.oas.org/en/cim/reports.asp�.


�.	The States of Guatemala and Ecuador have declared that, pursuant to domestic law, they recognize the right to life from the moment of conception.


�.	Document available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/BdP-GuiaAplicacion-Web-EN.pdf" �http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/BdP-GuiaAplicacion-Web-EN.pdf�.   


�.	Document available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/MESECVI-SegundoInformeHemisferico-EN.pdf" �http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/MESECVI-SegundoInformeHemisferico-EN.pdf�. 


�.	Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 


�.	Document available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/DeclaracionDerechos-EN.pdf" �http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/DeclaracionDerechos-EN.pdf�. 


�.	Document available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/mesecvi/docs/Guia_Indicadores_BDP_ESP.pdf" �http://www.oas.org/es/mesecvi/docs/Guia_Indicadores_BDP_ESP.pdf� 


�.	Pursuant to Article 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI


�.	Pursuant to Article 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI


�.	Outcome Report. Consultancy, “Training on the use of indicators on women’s exercise of their right to a life free from violence.” Done by Natalia Gjerardi and Laura Pautassi. 


�.	Outcome Report. Consultancy, “Training on the use of indicators on women’s exercise of their right to a life free from violence.” Done by Natalia Gjerardi and Laura Pautassi.


�.	Outcome Report. Consultancy, “Training on the use of indicators on women’s exercise of their right to a life free from violence.” Done by Natalia Gjerardi and Laura Pautassi.


�.	Pursuant to Article 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI


�.	Available at: � HYPERLINK "https://gallery.mailchimp.com/f4f9c21ffdd25a4e4ef06e3c2/files/Declaracion_Final_ESP_Femicidio_Conferencia_Bruselas.pdf" �https://gallery.mailchimp.com/f4f9c21ffdd25a4e4ef06e3c2/files/Declaracion_Final_ESP_Femicidio_CONFERENCE_Bruselas.pdf� 


�.	Available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://belemdopara.org/en/" �http://belemdopara.org/en/�. 


� Available at:  � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2u98O3ao0w" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2u98O3ao0w� 


� Available at:  � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sps0xKSGhM" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sps0xKSGhM� 


�.	See the list of universities in Annex VII.


�.	Document available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/BdP-GuiaAplicacion-Web-EN.pdf" �http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/BdP-GuiaAplicacion-Web-EN.pdf�. 


�.	Document available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/MESECVI-SegundoInformeHemisferico-EN.pdf" �http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/MESECVI-SegundoInformeHemisferico-EN.pdf�. 


�.Article 5 of the MESECVI Statute:  The follow-up mechanism shall consist of two organs:  the Conference of States parties, hereinafter “the Conference,” and the Committee of Experts, hereinafter “the Committee.”  The Secretariat of the Conference and the Committee shall be the OAS General Secretariat, through the CIM Permanent Secretariat.





�.	Article 7 of the CEP Rules of Procedure:  Secretariat.  The Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) is the Technical Secretariat of the Conference and shall have the following functions:   a. To prepare the documents for each Meeting of the Conference and present them to the Presidency for approval; b. To ensure the safe-keeping of all Conference documents and files; c. To disseminate by any adequate means of communication, including the CIM website, information and public documents relating to the Mechanism, as well as the Final Report of the CEVI issued at the end of each multilateral evaluation round, once they have been made public in accordance with the provisions of the Statute, and the Final Report of the Conference; d. To act as the nexus for coordination and contact s for sending and exchanging documents and communications for the Conference, the CEVI, the OAS organs, and other organizations or institutions; e. To present the Final Report of the Meeting of the Conference and the Hemispheric Report to the Assembly of CIM Delegates and the OAS General Assembly; f. To prepare summary minutes of the Meetings of the Conference; g. To submit financial reports to donors, as required; h. To perform functions for the effective fulfillment of its responsibilities; and i. To perform other functions as may be entrusted to it by the Conference.


�.	Article 7.  CEVI Rules of Procedure.  Responsibilities of the Secretariat of the Committee. The Secretariat shall have the following responsibilities:  a. Prepare an annual draft work plan of the Committee and submit it to the Committee for consideration.  b. Prepare the methodology and questionnaire proposals for the evaluation of the implementation of the provisions of the Convention to be considered in each round, and submit them to the Committee for consideration, in accordance with Article 17 and following articles, especially Article 27, of these Rules.  c. Send simultaneous convocation notices for Committee meetings to the experts and, through the permanent missions, to the competent national authorities and/or principal delegates to the CIM.  d. Prepare the draft agenda for each Committee meeting and submit it to the Coordinators for approval.  e. Serve as Secretariat to the Committee and the subgroups of experts throughout the evaluation process, including preparation of the hemispheric report at the end of each round.  f. Prepare, together with the Coordinator of the Committee and the Coordinators of the subgroups, the draft final report to be submitted to the Committee, pursuant to Article 24. g. Prepare the draft Annual Report on the activities of the Committee and, once said Report is adopted by the Committee, forward it to the Conference.  h  Serve as a custodian for all the documents and files of the Committee.  i. Disseminate, by electronic mail, the Internet, or any other means of communication, information and public documents related to the MESECVI, as well as the country and hemispheric reports at the end of each round, once they are made public in accordance with these Rules and the Statute. j. Serve as the central coordinating and contact point for the delivery and exchange of documents and communications among the experts, as individuals or as a Committee, with the Conference, OAS organs, and other organizations or institutions.  k. Notify the Committee members of communications received for their consideration. l. Prepare the minutes of Committee meetings and maintain its files. m. Provide advice to the Committee members on the performance of their responsibilities, when requested. n. Promote and organize technical cooperation programs in conjunction with other international organizations and cooperation agencies to support the States Parties in their efforts to implement recommendations of the Committee. o. Prepare the draft form to be used for follow-up on implementation of the recommendations to countries and present it to the Committee for approval.  p. Any other responsibilities that the Committee may assign to it or that pertain to the Secretariat for the effective fulfillment of its responsibilities.


22.	Resolution AG/RES.2832 (XLIV-O/14):  “Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’.”


�.	 Agreements of the First Special Conference of the States Parties of MESECVI:  “CONVINCED that the strengthening of the MESEVI requires both the support of the States Party in terms of human and financial resources, and that the importance of the Mechanism is included in the regular budget of the OAS; AGREE TO:  Urge Member States and Permanent Observers to the OAS to consider, as a matter of priority, increasing their contribution of the financial and human resources necessary to strengthen the work of the Mechanism in order to effectively address the situation of violence against women.”





�.	The competent national authority of Grenada presented that country’s response to the CEVI questionnaire after the Seventh Meeting of the Committee, so it could not be examined at that meeting.


�.	The OAS General Assembly lifted the suspension of the Honduran government in June 2011.


�.	The competent national authority from Trinidad and Tobago presented that country’s reply to the CEVI questionnaire on June 5, 2015.


�.	 Participated as an observer (Article 4 of the MESECVI Statutes).


�. 	Idem.
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